Classes of License and Commercial Learner's Permits (CLP)
Pursuant to Federal standards, States issue CDLs and CLPs to drivers according to the following license
classifications:
Class A: Any combination of vehicles which has a gross combination weight rating or gross combination
weight of 11,794 kilograms or more (26,001 pounds or more) whichever is greater, inclusive of a towed
unit(s) with a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of more than 4,536 kilograms (10,000
pounds) whichever is greater.
Class B: Any single vehicle which has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of 11,794 or
more kilograms (26,001 pounds or more), or any such vehicle towing a vehicle with a gross vehicle
weight rating or gross vehicle weight that does not exceed 4,536 kilograms (10,000 pounds).
Class C: Any single vehicle, or combination of vehicles, that does not meet the definition of Class A or
Class B, but is either designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver, or is transporting
material that has been designated as hazardous under 49 U.S.C. 5103 and is required to be placarded
under subpart F of 49 CFR Part 172 or is transporting any quantity of a material listed as a select agent
or toxin in 42 CFR Part 73.

Endorsements and Restrictions
Endorsements
Drivers who operate special types of CMVs must pass additional tests to obtain any of the following
endorsements placed on their CDL:

Endorsement
Endorsement Description
Code

T
P
N
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S

Double/Triple Trailers (Knowledge test only)
Passenger (Knowledge and Skills Tests)
Tank vehicle (Knowledge test only)
Hazardous materials (Knowledge test only)
Combination of tank vehicle and hazardous materials endorsements (Knowledge test
only)
School Bus (Knowledge and Skills Tests)

CLP Endorsements ‐ Only 3 endorsements are allowed on the CLP

P

S
N

Passenger, A CLP holder with a "P" endorsement is prohibited from operating a CMV
carrying passengers, other than Federal/state auditors and inspectors, test
examiners, other trainees, and the CDL holder accompanying the CLP holder as
prescribed by 49CFR383.25(a)(1).
School Bus, A CLP holder with an "S" endorsement is prohibited from operating a
school with passengers, other than Federal/state auditors and inspectors, test
examiners, other trainees, and the CDL holder accompanying the CLP holder as
prescribed by 49CFR383.25(a)(1).
Tank Endorsement, A CLP holder with an "N" endorsement may only operate an
empty tank vehicle, and is prohibited from operating any tank vehicle that previously
contained hazardous materials that have not been purged of any residue.

Restrictions
Restriction
Code

L
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E
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M
N
V

Restriction Description
If the driver does not pass the Air Brakes Knowledge Test, does not correctly identify
the air brake system components, does not properly conduct an air brake systems
check, or does not take the Skills test in a vehicle with a full air brake system, the
driver must have an "L" no full air brake restriction placed on their license
If the driver does not pass the Air Brakes Knowledge Test, does not correctly identify
the air brake system components, does not properly conduct an air brake systems
check, or does not take the Skills test in a vehicle with a full air brake system, the
driver must have an "L" no full air brake restriction placed on their license.
If the driver takes the Skills Test in a vehicle that has an automatic transmission, then
an "E" no manual transmission restriction is placed on their license.
If a driver possesses a Class A CDL, but obtains his or her passenger or school bus
endorsement in a Class B vehicle the State must place an "M" restriction indicating
that the driver can only operate Class B and C passenger vehicle or school buses.
If a driver possesses a Class A CDL, but obtains his or her passenger or school bus
endorsement in a Class B vehicle the State must place an "M" restriction indicating
that the driver can only operate Class B and C passenger vehicle or school buses.
If a driver possesses a Class B CDL, but obtains his or her passenger or school bus
endorsement in a Class C vehicle; the State must place an "N" restriction indicating
that the driver can only operate Class C passenger vehicle or school buses.
If the State is notified by the FMCSA that a medical variance has been issued to the
driver, the State must indicate the existence of such a medical variance on the CDLIS
driving record and the CDL document using a restriction code "V" to indicate that
there is information about the medical variance on the CDLIS record.

States may have a more restrictive category for a class of license, or have additional codes for
endorsements or restrictions on CDLs that are not mentioned in the Federal regulations, as long
as these items are fully explained on the license document.

Drivers who operate CMVs in Kansas may have additional restrictions on a CDL. These include
but are not limited to:

Kansas
Restriction
Code

B
D
J08
J10
J20
J21
J22
J23

Restriction Description
Corrective Lenses (applies when operating any class of vehicle to meet State safety
requirements and when no
driver medical certificate is required as provided in 49 CFR Part 391, Subpart E
§391.43)
Prosthetic Aid
Seasonal CDL
Non Domiciled CDL
Temporary Resident
Hearing aid in a CMV
No A/B School Bus
Corrective lenses in CMV (applies when required on driver’s medical certificate as
provided in 49 CFR Part 391, Subpart E §391.43) Restrictions “B” and “J23” may both
apply to CDL holders.

