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Types of Vouchers

Traditional Vouchers

ωAll Students

ωTargeted

ωMilitary

ωDisabilities

ωPoverty

ωPoor Performing 
Schools

ωFoster Child

Backdoor Vouchers

ωTuition Tax Credits

ωEducation Savings 
Accounts

Portability

ωA Step Towards 
Vouchers

ω¢ƛǘƭŜ L ŦǳƴŘǎ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘέ
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Traditional Voucher
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Education Savings Account

Taxpayer
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for Family

Private School
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Tuition Tax Credits

Government

Business or 
Individual

Scholarship 
Org.

Student

Private 
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Title I Portability 

Title I 
Dollars

Federal 
Government

States
School 

Districts
Public 

Schools

Portability Federal 
Government

States
Follows the 

Child to 
School
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Title I Portability
The Money ñFollows the Childò
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Title I Portability 

Original attempts allowed money to flow to 
private schools as well

Once the funding formula is broken, easier 
to turn it into a voucher
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Vouchers in the States

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana,  
Maryland, Mississippi, Montana, New Hampshire, Nevada, North Carolina,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota,  Tennessee, 
Utah, Virginia, and Wisconsin. Programs have also been enacted in  Washington, D.C. 
and Douglas County,Colorado. 10

46 programs in 25 states

21 Voucher
(10 ςfocus on 
students with 
disabilities)

21 TTC
(2 ςfocus on 
students with 
disabilities)

6 ESA
(4ςfocus on 
students with 
disabilities)



Actions the Administration 

& Congress Could Take

Tax reform ςTuition Tax Credits

Appropriations ςGrants to Study & Expand

ESSA Implementation

Stand-Alone Legislation
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Congress ïStand Alone Bills

H.R. 610, Choice in Education Act ςKing (R-IA).

ωCreates vouchers using federal funds

S. 235, CHOICE Act ςScott (R-SC).

ωExpands schools choice for students with disabilities and children from military families.

ωExpands existing District of Columbia voucher program.

ωCHOICE Act introduced in House ςRokita(R-IN)

S. 148, Education Opportunities Act ςRubio (R-FL).

ωFederal tax credit for private school scholarships.

ωEducational Opportunities Act introduced in House ςRokita(R-IN).
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Congress ïStand Alone Bills

S. 1294, Native American Education Opportunity Act ςMcCain (R-AZ).

ωEducation savings accounts for Native American tribes.

H.R. 1462, Ending Common Core and Expanding School Choice Act ςBiggs (R-AZ).

ωPortability ςTitle I funds ςfollows student in public or private school.

H.R. 2624, Military Child Educational Freedom Act ςWilson (R-SC).

ωUse Coverdell savings accounts for home ςschooling activities. 
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Trump Campaign Promise
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Trump & DeVos Education Budget
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$250 million to expand and 
study private school vouchers

$1 billion to encourage districts 
to adopt Title I portability

Cuts current public school 
programs to pay for it 



The Congress and Vouchers

Å Getting vouchers through Congress might be a very tough sell.

Å 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎΦ

Å wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ

Å Nobody thinks the Congress has the votes to do a federal school choice law.

Å Expanding school choice is a nonstarter with House and Senate appropriators!

Å Recently lawmakers in both chambers have failed to fund either of the school 
ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ C¸ нлму ōǳŘƎŜǘ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
increase for charter schools ςlanguage in bill states Secretary must get OK from 
Congress to create a school choice initiative with the funds). 
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ÅCongress not supportive of White House backed first-of-its-
kind federal tax credit scholarship program.

Å Contentious provision that could complicate already fraught 
politics of passage.

Å Fiscal hawks are worried it will add to the final cost of a tax bill.

Å School choice will complicate the overarching goal of tax 
overhaul ςstreamlining and simplifying the tax code.

The Congress and Vouchers



Recent White House on Vouchers?

ÅLooking less likely the White House will push to 
include a federal tax credit scholarship program in 
the sweeping tax overhaul package.

ÅWhite House spokesman recently said the president 
ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ άŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΦέ

ÅAnother vehicle to pass ςbudget reconciliation??? ς
not likely! 
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Recent White House on Vouchers?

ÅRumors ςtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ C¸ нлмф .ǳŘƎŜǘ

ïtƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƭŜŀƪŜŘ ƳŜƳƻ όŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅΚΚΚύ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜΩǎ 
Domestic Policy Council to the Office of Management and 
Budget

1. $1 billion to create an education savings account for 
military families living on bases.

2. State option funding stream ςenhance and supplement 
existing school choice programs or create a new program. 
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U.S. Secretary of Education on 

Choice and Public Education

Å Secretary DeVoschampioning school choice for more than a 
decade through advocacy organizations like the American 
Federation for Children.

Å What does the U.S. Secretary of Education say about school choice 
and public schools?:

ï ά9ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
environment that is right for their child. They sƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŜ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΦέ

ï ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ άŎŀƴ ƘŜƭǇέ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦέ

ï ά5ŜŀŘ-ŜƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ

ï άLŦ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-centric we must give families increased 
ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦέ
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Å After nine months in office no specifics 
about how she and her department will 
άǊŜƛƴǾŜƴǘέ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Å Heard from an educator ςάaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
been rethinking schooling for years and 
making significant strides in innovative and 
effective education in learning models that 
ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘ ŘŀȅǎέΦέ

U.S. Secretary of Education on 

Choice and Public Education


