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• Learners will become familiar with the Communication Bill of 
Rights

• Learners will be exposed to a variety of assessments that can 
be used with students with complex support needs (students 
who qualify for an alternate state assessment)

Learning Goals



Communication Bill of Rights
To participate fully in communication interactions, each person has these fundamental communication rights:

1. The right to interact socially, maintain social closeness, and build relationships

2. The right to request desired objects, actions, events, and people

3. The right to refuse or reject undesired objects, actions, events, or choices

4. The right to express personal preferences and feelings

5. The right to make choices from meaningful alternatives

6. The right to make comments and share opinions

7. The right to ask for and give information, including information about changes in routine and environment

8. The right to be informed about people and events in one’s life

9. The right to access interventions and supports that improve communication

10.The right to have communication acts acknowledged and responded to even when the desired outcome cannot be realized

11.The right to have access to functioning AAC (augmentative and alternative communication) and other AT (assistive technology) services and 
devices at all times

12.The right to access environmental contexts, interactions, and opportunities that promote participation as full communication partners with 
other people, including peers

13.The right to be treated with dignity and addressed with respect and courtesy

14.The right to be addressed directly and not be spoken for or talked about in the third person while present

15.The right to have clear, meaningful, and culturally and linguistically appropriate communications



Non-symbolic Communication
• Physiological - displaying functions of body (e.g., 

increased rate of breathing)
• Vocal - sounds & utterances
• Affect - displaying feeling or emotion
• Body Movements - general body motion
• Gestures- limb or body part movement
• Facial Expressions- using sense of sight

Beginning Communicators DLM PD Module

https://www.dlmpd.com/beginning-communicators/


Symbolic Communication
• Speech 
• Sign Language
• Photographs & Pictures 
• Representational Objects 
• Graphic Systems (Picture 
Symbols)



Everyday Forms of Symbolic and Non-Symbolic 
Communication

https://www.dropbox.com/s/lrbi4p7o3ycyfnc/begincomm_act_1.pdf?dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lrbi4p7o3ycyfnc/begincomm_act_1.pdf?dl=1


Early Communicators

Pay attention to:
• The environment
• The situation
• Body language
• Facial expression

Support the student
• Support, encourage, comfort
• Create a positive environment that 

invites communication efforts
• Expand on any behaviors initiated 

by the student
• Focus on the things students find 

interesting



Free or low-cost online communication assessment for individuals in the beginning stages of 
communication

Can be used both off and online

The matrix guides you through a series of questions to answer based on your observations 
and experiences with the individual

Its available in multiple languages (English, Spanish, Czech, Dutch, Chinese (traditional), 
Russian, Korean, and Vietnamese

The matrix is based on decades of communication research

Communication Matrix

https://communicationmatrix.org/


Matrix



Communication Supports Tool

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zMwB7mU6SCwG6VuHLCycPK9Lj5pP7Vct/view


Speaking and Listening

https://www.dlmpd.com/speaking-and-listening/


Comprehensive Literacy Decision Making



Modified 
Bridge 
Assessment 
(Erin 
Sheldon)

https://padlet.com/info23441/emergent-literacy-resources-t7u7znk177zp4icr/wish/2476664031
https://padlet.com/info23441/emergent-literacy-resources-t7u7znk177zp4icr/wish/2476664031
https://padlet.com/info23441/emergent-literacy-resources-t7u7znk177zp4icr/wish/2476664031
https://padlet.com/info23441/emergent-literacy-resources-t7u7znk177zp4icr/wish/2476664031
https://padlet.com/info23441/emergent-literacy-resources-t7u7znk177zp4icr/wish/2476664031


Modified 
Bridge 
Assess.
pg 2



Modified 
Bridge 
Assess 
pg 3



• Primary Phonemic Awareness Assessments
• Kindergarten Phonemic Awareness Assessments
• Pre-K Phonemic Awareness Assessments
• Progress Monitoring Assessments (adding, segmenting, 

phoneme isolation, blending, substituting)

(also available in Australian and Spanish for some 

Heggerty Assessment Tools

https://heggerty.org/resources/?resource-type=assessment


Assessment of Phonological 
Awareness & Reading

Reading test
1. Reading real words
2. Reading non-words
3. Comprehension of 

written words
4. Comprehension of 

written sentences
5. Comprehension of 

written texts

Phonological 
Awareness Tests
1. Blending real words
2. Blending non-words
3. Phoneme counting 

– adults
4. Phoneme counting 

– children
5. Phoneme analysis

Listening 
Comprehension Tests
1. Sentence 

plausibility
2. Grammaticality 

judgements
3. Comprehension of 

text

https://www.elr.com.au/apar/?fbclid=IwAR0b5OZhSV0cPssIFrgPfKUh-Z61Pl8CzL6t58AUGBKcZwvgDjdVNNdTqpE
https://www.elr.com.au/apar/?fbclid=IwAR0b5OZhSV0cPssIFrgPfKUh-Z61Pl8CzL6t58AUGBKcZwvgDjdVNNdTqpE


Emergent Readers
1. Emergent readers don't have to have a prerequisite set of literacy skills to 

have access to reading materials.
2. To engage in literacy-rich environments, emergent readers must have 

consistent access to all forms of literacy (in other words, people with 
significant disabilities should have access to explore and use reading & 
writing materials that match their accessibility needs

3. Emergent readers and writers need active and interactive engagement 
with the world and reading and writing materials

4. Emergent readers and writers must have frequent, accessible, flexible, 
and varied opportunities to access print that is motivating to their 
interests (Erickson & Kopperhaver, 2020).

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fproducts.brookespublishing.com%2FComprehensive-Literacy-for-All-P1165.aspx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1RA6Jf0ofkvkf5wQPQm1Kb


The Developmental Writing Scale



KS Alternate Early 
Literacy Screener
Kdg-3rd grade
Information about 8th grade reporting



IDEA 
Sec. 300.160 Participation in assessments 

(a) General. A State must ensure that all children with disabilities 
are included in all general State and districtwide assessment 
programs, including assessments described under section 1111 
of the ESEA, 20 U.S.C. 6311, with appropriate accommodations 
and alternate assessments, if necessary, as indicated in their 
respective IEPs.

Purpose of the KS Alternate Early 
Literacy Screener

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.160


What is the Kansas Alternate Early 
Literacy Screener?

The Kansas Alternate Early Literacy 
Screener is a simple rubric that 
assesses students’ early literacy 

skills as they relate to skill domains 
within English Language Arts (print 
concepts, phonological awareness, 

phonics and word recognition, 
fluency and comprehension). 

The rubric is meant to be completed 
for each student with a Significant 
Cognitive Disability (grades K-3) by 

their teacher, based on the student’s 
performance on Individualized 

Education Program (IEP) goals and 
every day early literacy instruction 

within the classroom.



Scoring Sheet - KDG
Table 5: Score Sheet

Strands Beginning of Year 
(BOY)

Middle of Year (MOY) End of Year (EOY)

Reading Foundation
Print Concepts/ Fluency

/5 /5 /5

Reading Foundation
Phonological Awareness

/5 /5 /5

Reading Foundation
Phonics & Word Recognition

/5 /5 /5

Reading Literature
Craft and Structure

/5 /5 /5

Total /20 /20 /20

Table 6. Scoring Guide: 
Score Performance Level
4-15 Points Below Benchmark
16 to 20 Points At or above benchmark



Kindergarten
Table 2: Reading Foundation Phonological Awareness (Required for Dyslexia Screening – EYOA)
  Below Benchmark            At or above Benchmark

DLM Essential 
Elements 
Reading 

Foundational 
Skills

Not Yet 
Emerging

1 point

Emerging 
2 points

Approaching 
Target 

3 points

At Target 
4 points

Advanced
(Bridge to 
Kansas ELA 
Standard)
5 points

EE.RF.K.2 Demonstrate 
emerging understanding 
of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes)

A. With 
Guidance 
and support, 
recognize 
rhyming 
words

B. With guidance 
and support, 
recognize the 
number of 
words in a 
spoken message

C. With guidance 
and support, 
identify single- 
syllable spoken 
words with the 
same onset 
(beginning sound) 
as a familiar word

� Unable to 
demonstra
te skills at 
an 
emergent 
level

� Will identify 
pictures that 
correspond to 
a spoken 
single syllable 
word (dog)

� Will identify 
pictures that 
correspond 
to a spoken 
single syllable 
word (dog)

� Will recognize 
there is more 
than 1 word in 
the sentence 
when 
presented, 
written and 
orally, with a 
simple 
sentence (3 
or more 
words)

� Will identify 
pictures that 
correspond 
to a spoken 
single syllable 
word (dog)

� Will recognize 
there is more 
than 1 word 
in the 
sentence 
when 
presented, 
written and 
orally, with a 
simple 
sentence (3 
or more 
words)

� Will identify 
pictures 
that have 
the same 
beginning 
sound

� Will identify 
pictures that 
have the same 
beginning 
sound.

� Will orally 
produce 
single syllable 
words by 
blending 
sounds, 
consonant 
blends

� Will identify 
individual 
sounds in 
simple, one 
syllable word

� Will substitute 
beginning 
sound to make 
new words



1st Grade
Table 3. Phonics and Word Recognition (Required for Dyslexia Screening and EYOA)
                                     Below Benchmark                     At or above Benchmark

DLM Essential 
Elements Reading 

Foundational
Skills

Not Yet 
Emerging 

1 point

Emerging 
2 points

Approaching 
Target 

3 points

At Target 
4 points

Advanced (Bridge to 
Kansas ELA Standard)

5 points

EE.RF.1.3 
Demonstrate 
emerging letter 
and word 
identification 
skills.
A) Identify 

upper 
case 
letters of 
the 
alphabet.

B) With 
guidance 
and 
support, 
recognize 
familiar 
words that 
are used 
in every 
day 
routines.

� Unable to 
recognize 
familiar 
letters or 
words, 
(letter in 
his/her 
name, 
social 
stories. 
etc.)

� Recognizes 
letters in 
name and 
familiar 
words 
environme
ntal print

� Recognizes 
letters in 
name and 
familiar 
words and 
signs in their 
environment

� Distinguishe
s between 
upper- and 
lower-case 
letters in 
familiar 
words

� Recognize
s letters in 
name and 
familiar 
words and 
signs in 
their 
environme
nt

� Distinguish
es 
between 
upper- and 
lower-case 
letters in 
familiar 
words

� Identifies 
familiar 
words that 
are used in 
every day 
routines

� Recognizes 
letters in name 
and familiar 
words and signs 
in their 
environment

� Distinguishes 
between upper- 
and lower-case 
letters in familiar 
words

� Identifies familiar 
words that are 
used in every day 
routines

� Know the 
spelling‐ sound 
correspondences 
for common 
consonant 
diagraphs

� Decode regularly 
spelled one‐ 
syllable words 
(CVC)



2nd Grade
Table 2. Fluency (Required for Dyslexia Screening and EYOA – mark for rate and fluency)
   Below Benchmark   At or Above Benchmark

DLM Essential Elements 
Reading Foundational

Skills

Not Yet Emerging 
1 point

Emerging 
2 points

Approaching Target 
3 points

At Target 
4 points

Advanced (Bridge to 
Kansas ELA Standard)

5 points
EE.RF.2.4 Attend to
words in print.
A) Read familiar text 

comprised of 
known words.

� Not yet 
emerging

� Student 
will point 
to or say a 
word to 
complete 
a 
repeated 
storyline

� Student will 
point to or say 
a word to 
complete a 
repeated 
storyline

� Student will 
point to sight 
words to 
complete 
sentences

� Student will 
point to or 
say a word 
to complete 
a repeated 
storyline

� Student will 
point to 
sight words 
to complete 
sentences.

� Student will 
read 
connected 
text in a 3 to 
5-word 
familiar 
sentence 
with visual 
supports.

� Student will point 
to or say a word to 
complete a 
repeated storyline

� Student will point 
to sight words to 
complete 
sentences.

� Student will read 
connected text in a 
3 to 5-word 
familiar sentence 
with visual 
supports.

� Read below‐level 
connected text 
with purpose and 
understanding



3rd Grade
DLM Essential 

Elements Reading 
Foundational

Skills

Not Yet 
Emerging 

1 point

Emerging 
2 points

Approaching 
Target 

3 points

At Target 
4 points

Advanced (Bridge to 
Kansas ELA Standard)

5 points

EE.RF.3.4 Read 
words in text.
A) Read familiar 

text 
comprised of 
known 
words.

B) Not 
applicable

C) Use context 
to determine 
missing 
words in 
familiar texts.

� Not yet 
emerging

� Student 
will point 
to or say a 
word to 
complete 
a repeated 
storyline

� Student will 
point to or 
say a word to 
complete a 
repeated 
storyline

� Student will 
point to sight 
words to 
complete 
sentences

� Student will 
use context 
to determine 
missing 
words in 
familiar texts

� Student will 
point to or 
say a word to 
complete a 
repeated 
storyline

� Student will 
point to sight 
words to 
complete 
sentences 

� Student will 
use context 
to determine 
missing 
words in 
familiar texts.

� Student will 
read familiar 
text 
comprised of 
known words

� Student will point to or 
say a word to complete 
a repeated storyline 

� Student will point to 
sight words to 
complete sentences

� Student will use 
context to determine 
missing words in 
familiar texts.

� Student will read 
familiar text comprised 
of known words 

� Read text with purpose 
and understanding

� Use context to confirm 
or self‐correct word 
recognition, rereading 
as necessary

Table 2. Fluency (Required for Dyslexia Screening and EYOA – mark for rate and fluency)
   Below Benchmark   At or Above Benchmark



Contact Information

Cary Rogers
Education Program Consultant
Special Education and Title 
Services Team
(785) 296-0916
crogers@ksde.org  

mailto:crogers@ksde.org
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