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GOAL: Each student enters kindergarten at age five 
socially, emotionally and academically prepared for 
success. 



Plans to Strengthen Early 
Childhood in Kansas in 2019





Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.

Collected 2,221 stories from 
Kansans



Statewide Needs Assessment –
By The Numbers
 45 existing reports reviewed.
 53 community engagement 

sessions.
 82 online responses.
 2,100+ Kansas stories.
 805 Professional 

Development Survey 
responses.
 20 Visioning sessions.

 400 Environmental Surveys 
from child care programs with 
87 site visits.
 20 parent cafés.
 8,312+ miles traveled.
 245 surveys from 

school districts on Pre-K. 

6,000+ Kansas voices!



What we learned
Kansans can share feedback at kschildrenscabinet.org/share/

Key Understandings:
 The experiences of families 

with young children in Kansas 
are shaped by where they 
live.
Young children are growing 

up in families where basic 
needs aren’t being met.

Themes:
 Accessibility
 Availability
 Navigation
 Collaboration & Integration
Workforce
 Facilities
 Systems Alignment
 Bright Spots



Draft Recommendations for the Governor’s 
Council on Education to consider Sept. 12

 The establishment of a statewide public-private partnership 
tasked with matching philanthropic and private funds with state 
and federal resources in order to support community-informed 
and identified approaches to meeting the needs of Kansas 
children.
 That the Governor reorganize the Kansas Early Childhood 

Advisory Council in accordance with Public Law 110-134 and 
appoint members, including representatives of local early 
childhood providers.



Discuss:
What might a school district or 
employer do to address these needs?
What might a community do?
What should the state of Kansas do?



What’s Ahead

Now: Share feedback at kschildrenscabinet.org/share/
Oct. 7: Governor’s Symposium on Early Childhood
 Register to attend virtually: kschildrenscabinet.org/symposium/

Nov. 1: Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund meeting
Nov. 5: Federal implementation grant application due.
Nov. 15-16: Parent Leadership Conference



Stay Up to Date

Visit kschildrenscabinet.org/early-childhood/
Webinars (every other Wednesday at 12PM) share information, 

take questions, and get feedback. 
Regular email updates will keep you up to date and engaged.
An interactive “journey” describes the work to date.



Kansas Kindergarten Readiness 
Snapshot 



Kansas Kindergarten Readiness 
Snapshot
Kindergarten ASQ Data is due October 10. 
Once data is entered into ASQ Online, it is submitted to KSDE.  
Ensure you have accepted kindergarten students’ submitted 

screenings in Family Access.
Please document parents who opted out of participating or 

sharing data with the state, or children whose parents and 
teachers determined screening was inappropriate. 
 Found on a child’s profile page: “Reason for not participating” 
 If a school was unsuccessful in engaging a parent or caregiver, that 

does not need to be documented.



Kansas Kindergarten Readiness 
Snapshot
Additional resources are available at agesandstages.com/ks/: 
Updated How-To Videos
Updated Frequently Asked Questions
Archived email newsletters

KSDE emailed Kansas ASQ users Oct. 1 with a survey collecting 
feedback on the Kansas Kindergarten Readiness Snapshot to 
inform our future work: https://forms.gle/agdPzHmkCbFK6Z989



What we’re reading

https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/out-today-new-briefs-strengthening-
pre-k-kindergarten-transitions-and-alignment/



Examines 4 key priorities:

Loewenberg, Aaron. “Moving into Kindergarten: How Schools and Districts are Connecting the Steps for Children 
and Families.” New America, September 2019. newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/moving-into-kindergarten/



Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.



Kansas Kindergarten Readiness 
Snapshot
Additional resources are available at agesandstages.com/ks/: 
Updated How-To Videos
Updated Frequently Asked Questions
Archived email newsletters

KSDE emailed Kansas ASQ users Oct. 1 with a survey collecting 
feedback on the Kansas Kindergarten Readiness Snapshot to 
inform our future work: https://forms.gle/agdPzHmkCbFK6Z989



Preschool-Aged At-Risk and 
Kansas Preschool Pilot



KIDS System
ENRL Sept. 20-Oct.10
ALL children who meet criteria for Preschool-Aged At-Risk 

should be marked as “04 = State Preschool-Aged At-Risk” on 
field D10.
KPP: All children included on the Kansas Preschool Pilot roster 

should be marked “1=YES” on field D57 of the KIDS Collection 
System. All other children should be marked “0=NO”
KPAT: All children receiving services supported by the Kansas 

State Department of Education’s Kansas Parents as Teachers 
grant should be marked as “1=YES” on field D58. 
KIDS Help Desk: 785-296-7935 and kids@ksde.org
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