From: Rooney, Patrick [mailto:Patrick.Rooney@ED.GOV]
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 2:54 PM
To: TITLEIIASEA_OSSDIRECT@LISTSERV.ED.GOV
Subject: Office of State Support: Fiscal Year 2018 Update
Dear colleague,
We appreciate the work you and your colleagues have done to develop your consolidated State plans and
look forward to completing the reviews soon. I am writing to update you on some of the other key
activities for the Office of State Support (OSS) during fiscal year (FY) 2018. Over the next 10 months,
we will support the implementation of your approved consolidated State plans by reinstituting the
quarterly Progress Check calls that we paused during the consolidated State plan development and review
period; conducting performance reviews with nine States; and providing technical assistance. Outlined
below are additional details related to each key activity.
FY 2018 Key Activities
1. Finalize Performance Review Protocols – Over the past two years, OSS has piloted a fiscal
review protocol, which we will finalize shortly (The protocol is available for comment in the
Federal Register here). As a result, this year’s performance reviews for selected States will cover:
o Fiscal requirements contained in Uniform Guidance, EDGAR, and ESEA, as amended by
NCLB, where applicable, and ESSA (piloted in FY2015 and FY2016)
o Data Reporting and Quality requirements (for continued pilot)
o Accountability requirements (for initial pilot)
FY18 Performance Reviews – OSS will share performance review scheduling information with
selected States in the near future, although we can share now that reviews will begin in the spring,
pause in June to avoid overlap with the close of State fiscal years, and finish in September 2017.
2. Resume Progress Checks – Over the past two years, OSS has conducted quarterly progress
checks with each State, which help us understand implementation successes and challenges and
inform our technical assistance plans. OSS recently released the progress check protocol for
public comment and believes the revised protocol will reduce SEA burden and improve the
quality and utility of information collected during quarterly progress checks (see here to access
the protocol and submit a comment). In March 2018 progress checks will resume for all States,
using the new protocol. During FY 2018 we plan to cover the following topics:
o March: Equitable Services
o April – June: English Learners
o July – September: Transition to ESSA Report Card Requirements
As described in the progress check protocol, each State will receive a brief (5-10 minute) survey
prior to each call. Consistent with previous years, all States will complete a quarterly progress
check, except if a State participates in a performance review during the same quarter, in which
case progress check participation is optional.
3. Provide ongoing technical assistance – OSS continues to provide support to States through
individual technical assistance and opportunities to engage with peers and national experts on
priority issues. Some current and upcoming technical assistance projects being undertaken by the
State Support Network include:

o

o

Communities of practice focused on Data Systems, Implementing Needs Assessments,
Scaling Needs Assessments, and Differentiated Systems of Support for Rural Agencies
and a peer-to-peer exchange series on Educator Equity Labs. OSS will also be launching
communities of practice focused on Measuring School Quality and Student Success,
Implementing Evidence-based Practices, Report Cards, and Resource Allocation.
The State Support Network also is available to provide individual technical assistance or
establish peer-to-peer opportunities. For more information about individual technical
assistance or how your State can become involved in technical assistance opportunities,
please contact your OSS program officer.

In all our activities, we seek to continuously improve how we support States. We are encouraged by the
feedback your teams provided through the most recent Grantee Satisfaction and fiscal review surveys and
are using that data to inform our work. As always, please continue to contact your OSS program officer if
you have questions, suggestions for improvement, or need additional information.
Thank you for your work to enhance the achievement of all students.
Best,
Patrick Rooney
Office of State Support

