CHALLENGE AWARDS CRITERIA

The Challenge Awards recognize Kansas schools that are making a notable difference in student achievement despite facing significant challenges in their school population.

The Awards also have a potential impact on the future. Administrators and teachers have begun to see the Challenge Awards as motivation to reach for even higher levels of performance.  The Awards also have helped make more and more Kansans aware of the many positive academic achievements taking place in schools facing challenges in their school population.  

HOW DOES A SCHOOL EARN A CHALLENGE AWARD?

The Challenge Awards recognize schools for outstanding achievement and uncommon accomplishment based on Kansas assessment results and other qualifying factors, specifically the sample size, ethnicity and social-economic status of those taking the test, attendance and graduation rates.  The steps used to identify Challenge Award honorees are as follows:

1. For each of the six state assessments, 60 schools are identified as high performing.  A statistical model is used that includes test results, percent of the sample that received free- or reduced-priced lunch, attendance (for elementary), graduation rates (high school) and the percent that were members of an ethnic minority.
2. Schools with less than 30 students taking each test are removed from Certificate of Merit contention.  All schools honored with a Certificate of Merit have a sample size of at least 30.

3. Schools whose total percentage of free- and reduced-price lunch students is less than 48.58 percent are removed from Certificate of Merit contention.  

4. The schools are then sorted into state board of education districts.  No more than ten schools from each of the districts are selected.  Occasionally, less than ten are named, as there are not enough qualifiers in the district that are able to meet criteria numbers two and three.
5. For elementary and middle schools, 75% weight on reading and math achievement, and 25% on attendance.  With chronic absenteeism being measured as the percentage of students missing 10 or more days in a year, across all schools attended
6. For high schools 50% weight on reading and math achievement, and 50% on graduation rate.  

