
DATE: Aug. 20, 2019 
 
TO: Kansas Exemplary Educators  
 
FROM: Denise Kahler, Director, Communications and Recognition Programs 
 Sherry Bukovatz, Administrative Specialist, Communications and Recognition 

Programs 
 Tamla Miller, Administrative Specialist, Communications and Recognition 

Programs 
 
SUBJECT: Call for 2020 KEEN Conference Share Session Proposals 
  
 
Share your knowledge with your peers! 
 
We are currently accepting Share Session proposals for the 2020 Kansas Exemplary 
Educators Network (KEEN) State Education Conference scheduled for Feb. 13-14, 2020, at 
the Capitol Plaza Hotel and Convention Center in Topeka.  
 
Share sessions will take place the afternoon of Thursday, Feb. 13. Some sessions may be 
offered more than once. 
 
This year’s KEEN Conference theme is “Plug In: Charge Up!” This conference will focus 
on you, your colleagues and the health and well-being of the profession. We’ll be 
looking for innovative practices in the classroom that will get students excited 
about learning and teachers excited about teaching. We’re going to get real about 
professional burnout and address the types of personal and professional supports 
teachers need in order to bring their A game day-after-day. This becomes increasingly 
important as educators dive more deeply into the Kansans Can School Redesign Project.  
 
 
Share Session Focus 
We would like to see the health and well-being of educators and the profession as a major 
focus of the share sessions. Possible session topics might include: 
 

1. Innovative practices to keep the spark in the classroom. 
2. Changing the conversation and the culture of the teaching profession. 
3. The teacher’s role in cultivating a healthy school culture. 
4. The social and emotional well-being of educators, including self-care. 
5. Giving back to the profession. 
6. Leading as a teacher: You don’t need to be an administrator in order to be a leader. 
7. Entry-level freak-out. 
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8. Mid-year burnout. 
9. Career check: Why am I a teacher?  

 
Additionally, share sessions may focus on the four principles of school redesign. 
 

1. Social-emotional growth: There is an integrated approach to develop student 
success skills. 

2. Personalized learning: Students will have choices for their academic skills – time, 
place, pace and path. 

3. Community partnerships: Partnerships are based on mutually beneficial 
relationships and collaboration. 

4. Real world application: Project-based learning, internships and civic engagement 
make learning relevant. 

 
The KEEN Conference planning committee is also interested in providing several share 
sessions targeted specifically for early career teachers. Please consider submitting a 
proposal targeted specifically toward this group of teachers.  
 
 
Share Session Presenter Information 

• Share sessions must be limited to no more than four presenters. 
 
• Share sessions will be 60 minutes in length. 
 
• Each conference room will be equipped with a screen and audio-visual cart with an 

extension cord and power strip. Presenters must bring all other equipment 
required for their presentation, including a projector and laptop computer.  

  
• Internet access will be available. 
 
• Share sessions must be interactive and include hands-on activity. Rooms will be 

set with round tables to facilitate interaction and group activities.  
 
• Featured technology should be adaptable for use across a large number of 

platforms.  
 

  • Share sessions must include an action component for participants to complete after 
the conference. The participants might answer the question, “What am I going to do  
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  as a teacher leader in my school?” or “What am I going to take from this session and 

implement in my classroom...in my school...in my district?” 
 
 • Presenters will need to pay the conference registration fee, but will receive an 

honorarium equal to the fee after the conference. 
 
  • Presenters will be selected and notified by the end of October. 
 
 
Submitting a Proposal 
To submit a Share Session proposal, complete the KEEN State Education Conference 
Proposal for Concurrent Share Session form and return it along with the presentation 
description to Sherry Bukovatz at sbukovatz@ksde.org by Monday, Sept. 30, 2019. The 
form is located on the KSDE webpage at http://www.ksde.org/Agency/Fiscal-and-
Administrative-Services/Communications-and-Recognition-Programs/KEEN. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the 2020 KEEN Conference! Watch for conference agenda 
and registration materials to arrive in early December. Remember to invite an award-
worthy colleague who is not a KEEN member to attend this conference with you. 
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