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Overview Slide Deck: Overcoming Dyslexia
This is the overview slide deck that provides and schedule for the speakers and
introductory information.

Week 1: David Hurford

June 8, 2023
Dr. David Hurford, Chair, Department of Psychology and Counseling and Director,
Center for Research, Evaluation and Awareness of Dyslexia

During this session, Dr. David Hurford shares what dyslexia is, what the
symptoms look like in both children and adults, and the fundamentals of teaching
people with dyslexia to read.

Presentation: The Nature of Reading and Dyslexia

Video Link: Week 1, The Nature of Reading and Dyslexia.

Week 2: Stacy Cates

June 15, 2023

Stacy Cates MA, CCC-SLP

SLPD Doctoral Student, University of Kansas Medical Center
Founder K12 Consulting & Therapy Services

Owner/Partner Kansas City Speech Professionals (KCSP)

Stacey Cates is a Speech-Language Pathologist who is well versed in the

dyslexia assessment process. During this session, she shares how to identify at-risk
students, and the assessment process for evaluating for dyslexia, clinically or in our
school setting.

Presentation: Diagnosing Dyslexia

Video Link: Week 2, Diagnosing Dyslexia

Week 3: The Ricker Family

June 22, 2023
The Ricker Family: Parents, Jim and Deb, and daughter Molly

During this session, the Ricker Family shares their journey of Molly navigating through
school with dyslexia. Molly, a successful college student, teaches us the power of


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qzVAVLQg35Krq_50iL6_yIgmWF7JZytq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14bPR_hKBDB31iaSNSuptWhM_faupUuxB/view?usp=sharing
https://mediastream.ksde.org/Media/CSAS/OvercomingDyslexiaBookDiscussion.mp4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WEkzau04JB-2-C7j4vS7Tja_M041UoFJ/view?usp=sharing
https://mediastream.ksde.org/Media/CSAS/DiagnosingDyslexiaPart2.mp4

holding high expectations for all kids and the critical importance of teaching children to
advocate for what they need. As parents AND educators, Jim and Deb share the highs
and lows of their journey and you leave this session with confidence that dyslexia can
indeed be overcome! We are also very thankful for Molly’s willingness to be
interviewed at a different time for an intimate glimpse into her school experience. That
video is also included below.

Presentation: Molly Ricker’s Story

Video Link: Week 3, Molly Ricker’'s Story

Molly Ricker Interview with Jeri Powers

Week 4: Jim Porter & Laurie Curtis

June 29, 2023

Jim Porter, District 9, Kansas State Board of Education
Chair of the Kansas Dyslexia Task Force

Laurie Curtis, Kansas State Department of Education
Early Literacy/Dyslexia Project Manager

In this presentation, Mr. Jim Porter shares background information regarding the
recommendations of the Kansas Legislative Task Force on Dyslexia and Laurie Curtis
will share what has been accomplished across Kansas to move the recommendations
forward so that the literacy needs of ALL students are met.

Presentation: Dyslexia: Past Present Future

Video Link: Week 4, Dyslexia: Past, Present, and Future

Executive Function Sheet with Strategies

Kansas Early Literacy/ Dyslexia Page
You can access many documents here. Please note that a newer version of the
Dyslexia Handbook will be on this page later this summer.

Early Literacy/ Dyslexia Information/ Newsletters

To share suggestions for professional learning you feel would be helpful for you, your
building or district, please complete the following link:

Early Literacy/ Dyslexia Professional Learning Feedback

For questions or to be added to the Early Literacy/ Dyslexia Newsletter, please contact:
Dr. Laurie Curtis

lcurtis@ksde.org



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YbyJOHk2uwltY2yl8DcU4d5YEEgZAJlimvfgQdz8MB8/edit#slide=id.p
https://mediastream.ksde.org/Media/CSAS/OvercomingDyslexiaRickerFamily.mp4
https://youtu.be/xHosNRSOocU
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ch1QpC2Ab2nbXGuJdMMLddwMbsiSLhsR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105173851119771258241&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://mediastream.ksde.org/Media/CSAS/DyslexiaInKansasPastPresentandFuture.mp4
https://www.ldonline.org/ld-topics/teaching-instruction/executive-function-fact-sheet
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Career-Standards-and-Assessment-Services/Content-Area-A-E/Dyslexia
https://sites.google.com/ksde.org/ksdeearlyliteracydyslexia/home
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePbNXQE2rRVB7XqJJFbJG5FKVrsGXeDLYY5Zdu3-JE_5Jbkw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:lcurtis@ksde.org

