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FOREWORD 

 

This section contains the regulations that establish 

the framework for accreditation and program 

approval for teacher education institutions. 
 

This handbook is provided as a service to the 

education personnel of Kansas. It is intended to give 

direction to those who are in charge of teacher 

education programs and those who employ the 

program graduates to educate the children and 

youth of our state. 
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Accreditation and Program Approval 

Regulations for Teacher Education Institutions 

 

91-1-70a: Accreditation 
 

The following portions of the document titled “CAEP accreditation standards,” as 

approved by the council for the accreditation of educator preparation (CAEP) board of 

directors on August 29, 2013, are hereby adopted by reference: 

 

(a) Standard 1 on pages 2 and 3 and the related glossary on page 3; 

 

(b) standard 2 and the related glossary on page 6; 

 

(c) standard 3 on pages 8 and 9 and the related glossary on page 10, except for the 

following text in 3.2: 

 (1) The second and third bulleted items; and 

 (2) the three paragraphs immediately following the bulleted list; 

 

(d) standard 4 on page 13; and 

 

(e) standard 5 on pages 14 and 15 and the related glossary on page 15.  

 
(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; effective July 1, 1997; 

amended Jan. 4, 2002; amended July 7, 2017.) 

 

91-1-230: Institutional Accreditation 

and Program Approval Definitions 
 

(a) "Academic year" means July 1 through the following June 30. 

 

(b) "Annual report" means a document that an institution submits to the commissioner 

on a yearly basis in which the information specified by the commissioner concerning 

unit standards and operations, programs offered by the unit, and statistical data is 

presented. 
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(c) "Approved," when used to describe a teacher education program, means that the 

program meets the program standards prescribed in regulations adopted by the state 

board. 

 

(d) "Approved with stipulation," when used to describe a teacher education program, 

means that the program has deficiencies in meeting the program standards 

prescribed in regulations adopted by the state board that the institution shall correct 

before being approved. 

 

(e) "Commissioner" means the state commissioner of education or the commissioner’s 

designee. 

 

(f) "Evaluation review committee" means the standing committee of the teaching and 

school administration professional standards board, or its successor, that is 

responsible for making accreditation and program approval recommendations to the 

state board. 

 

(g) "Focused visit" means the on-site visit to a teacher education institution that has 

limited accreditation or accreditation with conditions by the state board and is seeking 

full accreditation. 

 

(h) "Full accreditation" means the status assigned to a teacher education institution 

that is determined through a focused visit to meet substantially the accreditation 

standards adopted by the state board. 

 

(i) "Initial visit" means the first on-site visit to a teacher education institution that is 

seeking accreditation for the first time from the state board. 

 

(j) "Institutional candidate" means the designation assigned to an institution that is 

seeking accreditation for the first time and that has met the accreditation 

preconditions specified by the state board. 

 

(k) "Institutional candidate visit" means an on-site visit that takes place following the 

designation of institutional candidate status to a teacher education institution. 

 

(l) "Institutional report" means a document that describes how a teacher education 

institution meets the accreditation standards adopted by the state board. 

 

(m) "Limited accreditation" means the status assigned to a teacher education 
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institution that is determined through an initial visit to meet substantially the 

accreditation standards adopted by the state board. 

 

(n) "Not approved," when used to describe a teacher education program, means that 

the program fails substantially to meet program standards adopted by the state board. 

 

(o) "Program report" means a written document that describes coursework, 

assessment instruments, and performance criteria used in a program to achieve the 

program standards established by the state board. 

 

(p) "Progress report" means a written document that addresses the stipulations that 

are noted if a new program is approved with stipulation. 

 

(q) "Review team" means a group of persons appointed by the commissioner to review 

and analyze reports from teacher education institutions and prepare reports based 

upon the review and analysis. 

 

(r) "State board" means the state board of education.  

 

(s) "Student teaching" means preservice clinical practice for individuals preparing to 

become teachers. 

 

(t) "Teacher education institution" and "institution” mean a college or university that 

offers at least a four-year course of study in higher education and maintains a unit 

offering teacher education programs. 

 

(u) "Teacher education program" and "program" mean an organized set of learning 

activities designed to provide prospective school personnel with the knowledge, 

competencies, and skills to perform successfully in a specified educational position. 

 

(v) "Upgrade report" means a written document that addresses the stipulations noted 

if an existing program is approved with stipulation.  

 

(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; effective Aug. 6, 

2004; amended Aug. 12, 2011.) 
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91-1-231: Procedures for Initial Accreditation 

of Teacher Education Institutions.  
 

(a) Statement of intent.  Each teacher education institution that desires accreditation 

by the state board shall submit a written statement of its intent to seek accreditation to 

the commissioner at least 24 months before the institution desires to have its initial 

visit.  Upon receipt of this statement, the initial visit shall be scheduled by the 

commissioner. 

 

(b) Preconditions. 

(1) At least three semesters before the initial visit, the teacher education 

institution shall submit to the commissioner a preconditions report addressing 

each of the preconditions specified by the state board. 

(2) Upon receipt of a preconditions report, the report shall be referred by the 

commissioner to the appropriate committee of the standards board.  The 

committee shall review the report and determine whether all of the 

preconditions have been met. 

(3) If all of the preconditions have been met, the committee shall recommend to 

the commissioner that the institution be designated an institutional candidate. 

(4) If the committee determines that the preconditions have not been met, the 

committee shall notify the institution of the committee's determination and shall 

advise the institution that it may submit, within 30 days of the notice, additional 

or revised documentation for consideration by the committee. 

(5) If additional or revised documentation is submitted, the committee shall 

review the documentation and make a final recommendation to the 

commissioner. 

(6) The final determination of whether the preconditions are met shall be made 

by the commissioner.  If the preconditions are met, the institution shall be 

designated as an institutional candidate.  

 

(c) Institutional candidate visit.  Following designation as an institutional candidate, an 

institutional candidate visit shall be scheduled by the commissioner.  If it is determined, 

based upon the institutional candidate visit, that an institution has the ability to meet 

the requirements of a teacher education institution, the institution may submit 

programs for approval and proceed with a self-study and institutional report. 

 

(d) Limited accreditation. 

(1) To attain the status of limited accreditation, an institution shall schedule an 
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initial visit for the institution with the commissioner and submit an institutional 

report that shall be in the form and shall contain the information prescribed by 

the commissioner.  The institutional report shall be submitted at least 60 days 

before the date of the initial visit scheduled for the institution. 

(2) After the initial visit, the institution shall be either granted limited 

accreditation or denied accreditation following the procedure set forth in K.A.R. 

91-1-232. 

(3) Each institution shall retain the status of limited accreditation for three 

academic years, unless the status is changed by the state board. 

(4) For licensing purposes, each institution that is granted limited accreditation 

shall be deemed to have full accreditation. 

 

(e) Full accreditation. 

(1)  (A) Any institution that has been granted limited accreditation from the 

state board may apply for full accreditation by scheduling a focused visit 

of the institution with the commissioner and submitting an institutional 

report that shall be in the form and shall contain the information 

prescribed by the commissioner. 

(B) Each institution shall schedule the focused visit to be completed at 

least one year before the institution's limited accreditation expires. 

(C) Each institution shall submit its institutional report at least 60 days 

before the date of the focused visit to the institution. 

(D) After the focused visit, the institution shall be either granted full 

accreditation or denied accreditation following the procedures set forth 

in K.A.R. 91-1-232. 

(2) Subject to subsequent action by the state board, the full accreditation of any 

teacher education institution shall be effective for seven academic years.  

However, each teacher education institution granted full accreditation by the 

state board shall submit an annual report to the commissioner on or before July 

30 of each year. 

 

(f) Renewal of accreditation.  Any institution may request renewal of its accreditation 

status by following the procedures specified in K.A.R. 91-1-70a. 

 

(g) Change of accreditation status. 

(1) The accreditation status of any teacher education institution may be changed 

or revoked by the state board if, after providing an opportunity for a hearing, the 

state board finds that the institution has failed to meet substantially the 

accreditation standards adopted by the state board, that the institution has 
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made substantial changes to the unit, or that other just cause exists. 

(2) The duration of the accreditation status of an institution may be extended by 

the state board. 

(3)  (A) If limited or full accreditation of an institution is denied or revoked, the 

institution shall not admit any new students into its teacher education 

unit. 

(B) The institution may recommend for licensure only those students who 

complete their programs by the end of the semester in which the 

accreditation denial or revocation occurs.  The institution shall provide 

written notice to all other students in its teacher education unit at the 

time of accreditation denial or revocation that the institution is no longer 

authorized to recommend students for licensure. 

 
(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; effective Aug. 6, 

2004; amended Aug. 12, 2011.) 

 

91-1-232: On-site visits; recommendations; 

appeal 

 

(a) On-site visits. 

(1) After the scheduling of an initial visit, a continuing accreditation visit, or a 

focused visit, an on-site review team shall be appointed by the commissioner.  

The team shall be appointed at least one year before the date of the visit.  The 

chairperson of the on-site review team and the number of on-site review team 

members shall be designated by the commissioner.  An institution may 

challenge the appointment of a team member only on the basis of a conflict of 

interest. 

(2) In accordance with procedures adopted by the state board, each on-site 

review team shall examine and analyze the institutional report, review electronic 

exhibits, conduct an on-site review of the teacher education institution, and 

prepare reports expressing the findings and conclusions of the review team.  

The review team reports shall be submitted to the commissioner.  The reports 

shall be forwarded by the commissioner to the evaluation review committee and 

to an appropriate representative of the teacher education institution. 

(3) Any institution may prepare a written response to a review team report.  

Each response shall be prepared and submitted to the commissioner within a 

designated time frame following receipt of a review team's report.  Each 

response shall be forwarded by the commissioner to the evaluation review 

committee. 
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(b) Recommendation and appeal. 

(1) The evaluation review committee, in accordance with procedures adopted by 

the state board, shall prepare a written initial recommendation regarding the 

appropriate accreditation status to be assigned to the teacher education 

institution, which shall include a statement of the findings and conclusions of 

the evaluation review committee. The recommendation shall be submitted to an 

appropriate representative of the teacher education institution and to the 

commissioner. 

(2) Within 30 days of the receipt of an initial recommendation of the evaluation 

review committee, the teacher education institution may submit a written 

request to the commissioner for a hearing before the evaluation review 

committee to appeal the initial recommendation.  This request shall specify, in 

detail, the basis for the appeal, including an identification of each item disputed 

by the institution. 

(3) If a request for a hearing is submitted according to paragraph (b)(2), the 

evaluation review committee shall conduct a hearing.  The committee shall then 

prepare a written final recommendation regarding the appropriate status to be 

assigned to the teacher education institution, which shall include a statement of 

the findings and conclusions of the evaluation review committee.  The 

recommendation shall be submitted to an appropriate representative of the 

teacher education institution and to the commissioner.  The final 

recommendation shall be submitted by the commissioner to the state board for 

its consideration and determination. 

(4) If a request for a hearing is not submitted within the time allowed under 

paragraph (2) of this subsection, the initial recommendation of the evaluation 

review committee shall become the final recommendation of the review 

committee.  The committee's final recommendation shall be submitted by the 

commissioner to the state board for its consideration and determination.  

(Authorized by and implementing  

 
Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; effective Aug. 6, 2004; amended Aug. 12, 2011.) 

 

91-1-233: Is reserved for possible future use 
 

91-1-234: Innovative or experimental programs 
 

(a) Any teacher education institution desiring to offer an innovative or experimental 

program to prepare personnel for positions for which no program currently exists, or 

to utilize a new approach or method for the preparation of education personnel in an 
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existing program, shall submit a written application to the state board for 

consideration for approval of the proposed program.  The application shall include the 

following: 

(1) A written statement of the purpose and objectives of the proposed program; 

(2) documentation of the need for the proposed program; 

(3) a written statement of the competencies to be acquired by persons who 

complete the proposed program. These competencies shall include the 

knowledge and skills required for a beginning teacher or other school 

professional. This statement of competencies shall be based upon the purpose 

and objectives of the program; 

(4) a written description of the curricula to be used in the proposed program; 

(5) a written statement of the  administrative structure for governance of, and 

responsibility for, the proposed  program.  This statement shall include a 

designation of the appropriate division, school, college, or department within 

the institution to act within the framework of general institutional policies on all 

matters relating to the program. The statement shall also include a designation 

of the financial and human resources that will be dedicated to the program 

during its initial five years of operation; and 

(6) a timetable that specifies the following information: 

  (A) The sequence of activities that will occur; 

  (B) the anticipated schedule of evaluative checkpoints; 

  (C) identification of competencies to be acquired by the students; and 

(D) provisions for program design changes, if necessary, at selected 

intervals in the program. The timetable shall give the approximate dates 

on which periodic program reports are to be submitted to the 

appropriate institutional officials and the state board. 

 

(b) Each teacher education institution offering an innovative or experimental program 

shall provide for continuing evaluation of the program, including performance criteria 

and follow-up at specified intervals. The provisions concerning evaluation of the 

program shall include a definition and specification of the kinds of evidence that will be 

gathered and reported.  Each evaluation shall provide information to identify areas in 

the program that need improvement and to suggest new directions for program 

development.  

 
(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; effective Aug. 10, 2007.) 
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91-1-235: Procedures for initial approval of 

teacher education programs  

 

(a) Application. 

(1) Each teacher education institution that desires to have any new program 

approved by the state board shall submit an application for program approval 

to the commissioner. The application shall be submitted at least 12 months 

before the date of implementation. 

(2) Each institution shall submit with its application a program report containing 

a detailed description of each proposed program, including program 

coursework based on standards approved by the state board, and the 

performance-based assessment system that will be utilized to collect 

performance data on candidates’ knowledge and skills. Each program report 

shall be in the form and shall contain the information prescribed by the 

commissioner. The program report shall include confirmation that the 

candidates in the program will be required to complete the following 

successfully: 

(A) Coursework that constitutes a major in the subject at the institution or 

that is equivalent to a major; 

(B) at least 12 weeks of student teaching; and 

(C) a validated preservice candidate work sample. 

 

(b) Review team. Upon receipt of a program report, a review team shall be appointed 

by the commissioner to analyze the program report. The chairperson of the review 

team shall be designated by the commissioner. The number of review team members 

shall be determined by the commissioner, based upon the scope of the program to be 

reviewed. Any institution may challenge the appointment of a review team member. 

The institution’s challenge shall be submitted in writing and received by the 

commissioner no later than 30 days after the notification of review team appointments 

is sent to the institution. Each challenge to the appointment of a review team member 

shall be only on the basis of a conflict of interest. 

 

(c) Program review process. 

(1) In accordance with procedures adopted by the state board, a review team 

shall examine and analyze the proposed program report and shall prepare a 

report expressing the findings and conclusions of the review team. The review 

team’s report shall be submitted to the commissioner. The report shall be 

forwarded by the commissioner to an appropriate representative designated by 
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the teacher education institution. 

(2) Any institution may prepare a response to the review team’s report. This 

response shall be prepared and submitted to the commissioner no later than 

45 days of receipt of the review team’s report. Receipt of the review team’s 

report shall be presumed to occur three days after mailing. The review team’s 

report, any response by the institution, and any other supporting 

documentation shall be forwarded to the evaluation review committee by the 

commissioner. 

 

(d) Initial recommendation. The evaluation review committee, in accordance with 

procedures adopted by the state board, shall prepare a written initial recommendation 

regarding the appropriate status to be assigned to the proposed program, which shall 

include a statement of the findings and conclusions of the evaluation review 

committee. The recommendation shall be submitted to an appropriate representative 

designated by the teacher education institution and to the commissioner. 

 

(e) Request for hearing. 

(1) Within 30 days of receipt of an initial recommendation of the evaluation 

review committee, the teacher education institution may submit a written 

request by certified mail to the evaluation review committee for a hearing 

before the committee to appeal the initial recommendation. Receipt of the initial 

recommendation of the evaluation review committee shall be presumed to 

occur three days after mailing. This request shall specify, in detail, the basis for 

the appeal, including an identification of each item disputed by the institution. 

(2) If a request for a hearing is submitted, the evaluation review committee shall 

conduct a hearing. The committee shall then prepare a written final 

recommendation regarding the appropriate status to be assigned to the 

proposed program, which shall include a statement of the findings and 

conclusions of the evaluation review committee. The final recommendation shall 

be submitted to an appropriate representative designated by the teacher 

education institution and to the commissioner. The final recommendation shall 

be submitted by the commissioner to the state board for its consideration and 

determination. 

(3) If a request for a hearing is not submitted by certified mail within the time 

allowed under paragraph (e) (1), the initial recommendation of the evaluation 

review committee shall become the final recommendation of the review 

committee. The committee’s final recommendation shall be submitted by the 

commissioner to the state board for its consideration and determination. 
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(f) Approval status. Each new program shall be approved with stipulation or not 

approved. 

 

(g) Annual report. 

(1) If a new program is approved with stipulation, the institution shall submit a 

progress report to the commissioner within 60 days after completion of the 

second semester of operation of the program and thereafter in each of the 

institution’s annual reports that are due on or before July 30. 

(2) Each progress report shall be submitted by the commissioner to the 

evaluation review committee for its examination and analysis. Following review 

of the progress report, the evaluation review committee may remove any areas 

for improvement and change the status to approved until the institution’s next 

program review. 

(h) Change of approval status. 

(1) At any time, the approval status of a teacher education program may be 

changed by the state board if, after providing an opportunity for a hearing, the 

state board finds that the institution either has failed to meet substantially the 

program standards or has materially changed the program. For just cause, the 

duration of the approval status of a program may be extended by the state 

board. The duration of the current approval status of a program shall be 

extended automatically if the program is in the process of being reevaluated by 

the state board. This extension shall be counted as part of any subsequent 

approval period of a program. 

(2) At the time of an institution’s next on-site visit, the new program shall be 

reviewed pursuant to K.A.R. 91-1-236. 

(3) For licensure purposes, each teacher education program that is approved 

with stipulation shall be considered to be approved. 

 
(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; effective Aug. 6, 2004; 

amended Aug. 12, 2011; amended July 7, 2017.) 

 

91-1-236: Procedures for renewing approval of 

teacher education program 

 

(a) Application for program renewal. 

(1) Each teacher education institution that desires to have the state board 

renew the approval status of one or more of its teacher education programs 

shall submit to the commissioner an application for program renewal.  The 

application shall be submitted at least 12 months before the expiration of the 
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current approval period of the program or programs. 

(2) Each institution shall also submit a program report, which shall be in the 

form and shall contain the information prescribed by the commissioner.  The 

program report shall be submitted at least six months before the expiration of 

the current approval period of the program or programs.  The program report 

shall include confirmation that the candidates in the program will be required to 

complete the following:  

(A) Coursework that constitutes a major in the subject at the institution or 

that is equivalent to a major; and  

(B) at least 12 weeks of student teaching. 

 

(b) Review team. Upon receipt of a complete program report, a review team shall be 

appointed by the commissioner to analyze the program report.  The chairperson of the 

review team shall be designated by the commissioner. The number of review team 

members shall be determined by the commissioner, based upon the scope of the 

program or programs to be reviewed.  An institution may challenge the appointment of 

a review team member only on the basis of a conflict of interest. 

 

(c) Program review process. 

(1) In accordance with procedures adopted by the state board, each review 

team shall examine and analyze the program report and prepare a review 

report expressing the findings and conclusions of the review team.  The review 

team's report shall be submitted to the commissioner.  The report shall be 

forwarded by the commissioner to an appropriate representative of the teacher 

education institution. 

(2) Any institution may prepare a written response to the review team's report.  

Each response shall be prepared and submitted to the commissioner within 45 

days of receipt of the review team's report.  The review team's report, any 

response filed by the institution, and any other supporting documentation shall 

be forwarded by the commissioner to the evaluation review committee. 

 

(d) Initial recommendation.  The evaluation review committee, in accordance with 

procedures adopted by the state board, shall prepare a written initial recommendation 

regarding the appropriate status to be assigned to the program or programs, which 

shall include a statement of the findings and conclusions of the evaluation review 

committee.  The recommendation shall be submitted to an appropriate representative 

of the teacher education institution and to the commissioner. 
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(e) Request for hearing. 

(1) Within 30 days of the receipt of an initial recommendation of the evaluation 

review committee, the teacher education institution may submit a written 

request to the commissioner for a hearing before the evaluation review 

committee to appeal the initial recommendation of the committee. This request 

shall specify, in detail, the basis for the appeal, including an identification of each 

item disputed by the institution. 

(2) If a request for a hearing is submitted, the evaluation review committee shall 

conduct a hearing. The committee shall then prepare a written final 

recommendation regarding the appropriate status to be assigned to the 

program or programs, which shall include a statement of the findings and 

conclusions of the evaluation review committee. The final recommendation shall 

be submitted to an appropriate representative of the teacher education 

institution and to the commissioner. The final recommendation shall be 

submitted by the commissioner to the state board for its consideration and 

determination of program approval status according to paragraph (f)(1). 

(3) If a request for a hearing is not submitted within the time allowed under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection, the initial recommendation of the evaluation 

review committee shall become the final recommendation of the review 

committee.  The committee's final recommendation shall be submitted by the 

commissioner to the state board for its consideration and determination. 

 

(f) Approval status. 

(1) The status assigned to any teacher education program specified in this 

regulation shall be approved, approved with stipulation, or not approved. 

(2) Subject to subsequent action by the state board, the assignment of 

approved status to a teacher education program shall be effective for seven 

academic years. However, the state board, at any time, may change the approval 

status of a program if, after providing an opportunity for a hearing, the state 

board finds that the institution either has failed to meet substantially the 

program standards adopted by the state board or has made a material change 

in a program.  For just cause, the duration of the approval status of a program 

may be extended by the state board.  The duration of the approval status of a 

program shall be extended automatically if the program is in the process of 

being reevaluated by the state board. 

(3)  (A) If a program is approved with stipulation, that status shall be effective 

for the period of time specified by the state board, which shall not exceed 

seven years. 

(B) If any program of a teacher education institution is approved with 

http://www.ksde.org/


ACCREDITATION AND PRGRAM APPROVAL REGULATIONS FOR TEACHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS 91-1-70A, 91-1-230,231,232,234,235,236 

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.org 18 

stipulation, the institution shall include in an upgrade report to the 

commissioner the steps that the institution has taken and the progress 

that the institution has made during the previous academic year to 

address the deficiencies that were identified in the initial program review. 

(C) The upgrade report shall be submitted by the commissioner to the 

evaluation review committee for its examination and analysis.  After this 

examination and analysis, the evaluation review committee shall prepare 

a written recommendation regarding the status to be assigned to the 

teacher education program for the succeeding academic years.  The 

recommendation shall include a statement of the findings and 

conclusions of the evaluation review committee.  The recommendation 

shall be submitted to an appropriate representative of the teacher 

education institution and to the commissioner. If the institution does not 

agree with this recommendation, the institution may request a hearing 

according to the provisions in subsection (e). 

(D) For licensure purposes, each teacher education program that is 

approved with stipulation shall be considered to be approved. 

(4) Students shall be allowed two full, consecutive, regular semesters following 

the notification of final action by the state board to complete a program that is 

not approved.  Summers and interterms shall not be counted as part of the two 

regular semesters.  Students who finish within these two regular semesters may 

be recommended for licensure by the college or university. 

 
(Authorized by and implementing Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Kansas Constitution; effective Aug. 6, 2004; 

amended Aug. 12, 2011.) 
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