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Introduce ourselves – Tammy then Jay

Tammy - Our job titles and our role is to work closely with each of the 7 Redesign districts and their building leadership teams to be prepared to launch a transformed school system by this time next year.

Jay - Metaphor – just as the original Mercury 7 astronauts were already breaking the sound barrier prior to being selected to go into space, the schools we are about to announce have already starting breaking some of the traditional educational barriers to student success that have been entrenched in Kansas schools for decades.  We are so excited the 7 districts and 14 schools we are about to announce have stepped up to accept this challenge of redesigning their school system to be centered on Each student, the educational equivalent of going to the Moon.  

Tammy - At this time, we will announce each district selected and they will have an opportunity to share a little about why they’ve chosen to be part of this transformational endeavor.

Tammy introduces Wellington
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WELLINGTON USD 353

Kennedy Elementary School
Wellington High School

Scott Carpenter Project
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TWIN VALLEY USD 240

Tescott Elementary School
Bennington Jr/Sr High School

Gus Grissom Project
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STOCKTON USD 271

Stockton Elementary School
Stockton High School

Deke Slayton Project
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OLATHE USD 233

Westview Elementary School
Santa Fe Middle School

Gordon Cooper Project
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MCPHERSON USD 418

Eisenhower Elementary School
McPherson Middle School

Wally Schirra Project
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LIBERAL USD 480

Meadowlark Elementary School
Liberal High School

Alan Shepard Project
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COFFEYVILLE USD 445

Community Elementary School
Field Kindley Memorial High School

John Glenn Project
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Timeline:
Building the Launch Pad – Schools have a shared vision with their community, have set the Redesign team and have created goals and action steps to achieve the goals.  This includes researching various methodologies, such as Personalized or Competency-based Learning.
Designing the Rocket – Creating the comprehensive redesign plan and testing some redesign theories.
Building the Rocket – Dedicating all resources, human, financial capital, materials are dedicated, professional development plan is in place, comprehensive redesign plan is finalized.
Show and Launch – Districts will present their comprehensive redesign plans to their local school boards and to the Kansas State Board of Education prior to a 2018 launch.
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GEMINI ELIGIBLE DISTRICTS
Ashland, USD 220
Basehor-Linwood, USD 458
Beloit, USD 273
Burrton, USD 369
Canton-Galva USD 419
Chaparral, USD 361
Dighton, USD 482
Durham-Hillsboro-Lehigh, USD 410
Flint Hills, USD 492
Fowler, USD 225
Geary County, USD 475

Kingman, USD 331
Leavenworth, USD 453
Newton, USD 373
North Lyon County, USD 251
North Ottawa County, USD 239
Ottawa, USD 290
Pratt Skyline, USD 438
Renwick, USD 267
Rolla, USD 217
Santa Fe Trail, USD 434
Spring Hill, USD 230
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Each of the 29 districts who applied went to great efforts to :
Secure at least an 80% staff vote – many had 100% staff agreement
Attain a letter of support from their local school board
Attain a letter of support from their local KNEA or other negotiating entity
Submit a compelling application by August 1

The high quality of each application made this a very difficult decision for the committee with hours of deliberation.
These communities have so much excitement and momentum for this redesign work that if they choose to go ahead with their redesign plans, we will support them and so the following districts are eligible to be a part of the Gemini Project.

Ottawa, USD 290
Canton-Galva USD 419
Flint Hills USD 492
Pratt Skyline USD 438
Leavenworth, USD 453
Fowler USD 225
Beloit USD 273
Ashland USD 220
Chaparral USD 361
Renwick USD 267
Rolla USD 217
Kingman USD 331
Dighton, USD 482
Burton, USD 369
Spring Hill, USD 230
Santa Fe Trail USD 434
Basehor-Linwood USD 458
Newton, USD 373
Durham-Hillsboro-Lehigh USD 410
Geary County, USD 475
North Ottawa County, USD 239
North Lyon County USD 251
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