In 2012, No Child Left Behind was coming to an end and EdNext ranked our standards at that time as a “D” in terms of rigor. What this meant is that Kansas was having students score in the proficient range on our old state assessment, but students were not able to perform at that same level on other standardized assessments. We moved forward to improve our academic rigor of our standards and by 2017, we had advanced to an “A.”
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We asked teachers to set standards and cut scores that reflected what it would take to ensure that students were academically ready for any postsecondary education (technical college or university). Teachers did just that and in 2015 we started to measure these new standards. The chart below now recognizes that Kansas has the 6th most difficult standards (as reported by EdNext) and cut scores nationwide.
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By 2017, the United States Department of Education ranked all states against NAEP standards and reported that Kansas had the HIGHEST standards in the nation for mathematics in grade 8.
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By 2017, the United States Department of Education ranked all states against NAEP standards and reported that Kansas had the HIGHEST standards in the nation for reading in grade 8.
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Finally, as we raised standards and cut scores to reflect the level to be academically prepared for postsecondary education, our staff did a study to look at how our students scored on the Kansas assessment in 8th and 10th grade and then how those same students performed later on the ACT exam. This allowed KSDE staff to have a prediction chart to ACT from how a student scores on the 8th and 10th grade Kansas assessments. Please remember that the ACT score to be admitted to a tech college or university in Kansas is 21. As can be viewed in the chart below, a student scoring Level 4 in 8th grade on the Kansas reading assessment is predicted to score between 30-36 on the ACT. That puts a student scoring in Level 4 on track to score in the 96th percentile on the ACT exam or better than 96% of the students who take the exam. This again validates that our standards and cut scores for those standards are indeed the most rigorist in the country. 
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The following chart tracks students, by disaggregation, since Kansas started testing under the new standards and cut scores. What is noted is that initially scores trended down from 2016-2018. This was true of all sub-groups. That trend was not evident from 2018-19, as scores leveled off and, in some areas, started to move higher. The KSDE analysis is that by changing the standards and cut scores to the highest in the nation in 2015, instruction resources and methodologies utilized in classrooms remained at the lower level for the first few years. Schools are now adjusting to teaching to the new standards and choosing new resources to reflect that change. 
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To further assess whether or not Kansas students are ready academically and social emotionally for postsecondary work, KSDE studies and analyzes the growth in credit bearing courses for technical colleges and certifications. The chart below reflects that Kansas students taking technical college credit courses grew from 10,275 in 2015 to 13,675 during the same time frame as the new standards were being implemented. Total college credit in technical courses ranged from 76,756 to 105,084 and the number of credentials awarded grew from 1,682 to 1,803 from 2015-19. This growth is encouraging as it implies that a great number of Kansas students are participating and excelling in technical courses in college.
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Since it is the goal of KSDE to prepare students for life after high school, we also assess whether or not Kansas students are ready academically and social emotionally for postsecondary work at the college and university levels. The chart below reflects that Kansas students taking general college credit courses grew from 25,678 in 2015 to 31,248 in 2019. Total college credit based on the number of credit hours awarded grew from 214, 818 to 265,742 from 2015-19. This growth is also encouraging as it implies that a greater number of Kansas students are participating and excelling in college coursework.
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Finally, the chart below shows our new STAR recognition program based on academic preparation for postsecondary schooling. This recognition will be given out for the first time this spring. 
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Academic Preparation for
/ High School Graduation
/ * The percent of students scoring at levels 3 & 4 on

State Assessments in Math, ELA & Science.

Gold - 75% and Above

Silver - 60-74.9%

Bronze - 50-59.9%

Copper - state average - 49.9%

Combing at district level, all grades in all three
assessed subjects.

Precondition - 95% participation in all 3
assessments

Will add ACT and WorkKeys in the future
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NAEP equivalent scores of state grade 8 mathematics standards for proficient performance,

by state: 2017
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© For grade 8 mathematics, all of the 32 states included in the study had standards at or above
the NAEP Basic level. Seven states—Massachusetts, Maine, Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Alaska,
Pennsylvania, and Kansas—had standards at the NAEP Proficient level.

© The ACT and SBAC standards mapped at the NAEP Basic level. The PARCC standard was not
estimated because the states participating in PARCC did not require all grade 8 students to take
a general mathematics assessment.
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Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2017 Mathematics Assessment.
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NAEP equivalent scores of state grade 8 reading standards for proficient performance,
by state: 2017
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© In grade 8 reading, all of the 48 states included in the study had standards at or above the
NAEP Basic level. Five states—Arizona, Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Tennessee, and Kansas—had
standards at the NAEP Proficient level.

© All three testing programs—ACT, PARCC, and SBAC—had standards that mapped at the NAEP
Basic level.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2017 Mathematics Assessment.
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Projected ACT Scores for Grade 8 KAP Performance Levels

English Language Arts
ACT Reading ACT English

Level 2: 265-299 16-23 14-21
Level 3: 300-333 23-30 22-29

Level 4: 334-380 30-36 29-36

Mathematics

KAP ACT
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Subject Subgroup Level 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

ELA All Students Level 1 21.16 24.34 27.37 29.16 29.45

ELA All Students Level 2 36.75 34.52 33.73 33.96 33.95

ELA All Students Level 3 34.1 30.29 28.12 28.2 27.86

ELA All Students Level 4 6.92 9.85 9.08 8.66 8.72

ELA Free and Reduced Lunch Level 1 31.41 35.75 39.41 42.03 41.97

ELA Free and Reduced Lunch Level 2 40.26 37.33 35.22 35.19 35.16

ELA Free and Reduced Lunch Level 3 23.94 21.51 19.5 19.28 19.19

ELA Free and Reduced Lunch Level 4 3.01 4.24 3.73 3.48 3.66

ELA Students with  Disabilities Level 1 54.8 57.76 60.36 63.2 63.02

ELA Students with  Disabilities Level 2 28.49 25.88 23.17 23.16 23.27

ELA Students with  Disabilities Level 3 12.4 11.51 10.79 10.97 10.61

ELA Students with  Disabilities Level 4 2.52 2.95 2.84 2.66 3.08

ELA ELL Students Level 1 38.24 43.77 46.02 59.74 62.5

ELA ELL Students Level 2 40.41 36.34 34.17 31.7 29.95

ELA ELL Students Level 3 17.04 15.26 14.02 7.81 7.01

ELA ELL Students Level 4 1.69 2.36 2.07 0.73 0.52

ELA African-American Students Level 1 40.53 45.48 48.54 52.29 50.75

ELA African-American Students Level 2 36.82 33.97 31.03 30.42 31.17

ELA African-American Students Level 3 18.01 15.48 14.39 14.68 15.2

ELA African-American Students Level 4 2.06 2.85 2.57 2.59 2.85

ELA Hispanic Level 1 32.2 36.81 40.56 42.79 42.46

ELA Hispanic Level 2 40.96 37.57 35.73 35.75 35.75

ELA Hispanic Level 3 22.46 20.25 18.03 18.26 18.26

ELA Hispanic Level 4 2.72 3.97 3.32 3.18 3.5

ELA Self-Paid Lunch only Level 1 11.45 13.4 15.85 17.47 18.31

ELA Self-Paid Lunch only Level 2 33.43 31.83 32.31 32.84 32.87

ELA Self-Paid Lunch only Level 3 43.71 38.71 36.36 36.3 35.59

ELA Self-Paid Lunch only Level 4 10.63 15.22 14.19 13.37 13.22

ELA Free Lunch only Level 1 33.73 38.15 41.9 44.64 44.46

ELA Free Lunch only Level 2 40.05 36.97 34.62 34.65 34.76

ELA Free Lunch only Level 3 22.13 19.94 17.94 17.78 17.62

ELA Free Lunch only Level 4 2.53 3.65 3.17 2.91 3.14
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