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KSDE Mission Leadership and Support for Student Learning 

 
 
Objectives 

1. Redesign the delivery system to meet our students’ changing needs 
2. Provide an effective educator in every classroom 
3. Ensure a visionary and effective leader in every school 
4. Improve communication with all constituent groups and policy partners 

 
Members  - (present at meeting X, absent at meeting left blank) 

X Brooke Blanck X Tell Kirk  Scott Myers X Keith Wilson 

 Dolores Daniels X Tom Lawson  Sean Reilly  Christy Ziegler 

 Ronda Fincher X Gary Lewis  Pam Robinson   
X Shannon Fisher  Lisa Lund X Anita Scheve   
X Penny Hargrove  Alex Lynch  Steve Ternes   
X Nicole Hodges X Delon Martens X Cody Whetstone   

 
Agenda Items Key Points Discussed Action or follow-up 

 
I. Welcome 

Gary Lewis welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

 
II. Approval of Agenda 

and Minutes 

Gary asked everyone to look over the agenda and minutes 
from the last meeting.  Tom Lawson approved the agenda and 
minutes.  Penny Hargrove seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

 
III. 2014 Spring Audit 

Update 

All audits have been completed as of Friday, May 30.  87 audits 
were conducted in groups of 4-7 on a call.  Five virtual 
programs are closing and 11 new virtual programs are opening.  
Of the 11 new programs, five are with Greenbush.  All new 
programs have been offered a mentor to help them during the 
first year.  Only three indicated they would like a mentor.  
Jessica indicated schools and programs are still having issues 
with Special Education.  She has e-mailed language and 
information to them to use in their policies and handbooks. 
 
No new charter applications were submitted for the 14-15 
school year. Two existing charter schools completed a charter 
renewal application and will go to the state board in August for 
approval. An additional nine charter schools completed end-of-
year reports.  

 



 
IV. Legislative Update 

Gary (USD 266) expressed appreciation to everyone for voicing 
their support of virtual schooling to the legislature.  Jessica 
explained the changes enacted during this legislative session.  
The legislature eliminated virtual non-proficient at-risk 
weighting and no longer allows virtual students to be included 
in computing Local Option Budget (LOB).  Please make sure to 
check with your fiscal department and make sure they are 
coding everything correctly. 
 
Additionally, Legislative Post Audit will be conducting an audit 
of virtual schools and programs in the 14-15 school year. 

 

 
V. Updating the 2008 

Virtual Education 
Requirements 

The main complaint in 2007 post audit was that KSDE had 
policies in place for virtual schools and programs but was not 
following through with them.  The current post audit will 
ensure we are doing so as well as evaluate the cost benefits of 
virtual schooling.  Over the summer we need to look through 
the 2008 virtual education requirements and make the 
appropriate changes.  We will reconvene the subcommittee to 
make the appropriate changes. 

 

 
VI. “3 Strike” Rule 

Some programs have had problems with student and families 
that jump from virtual to virtual.  Jessica took a 
recommendation to the KSDE legal department and Mr. Dale 
Dennis about a “3 strikes” rule.  They agree with the suggestion 
to have programs include wording in their guidelines regarding 
students who have attended multiple virtual schools and 
programs, but are not interested in making it a rule.   
 
Keith (USD 497) would like to see the “3 strikes rule” added to 
our requirements.  It will most likely be recommended to 
schools and programs as a best practice.  Anita (USD 498) 
stated her program is one of the few that accept students after 
the funding is completed.  She has had several come to her 
after other virtual schools removed them because of lack of 
attendance. 

 

 
VII. NCAA Accreditation 

of Virtual Courses 

If you have a virtual student that plans to attend a NCAA 
college and play sports you must have your courses registered 
and accredited by NCAA.  If any virtual schools are interested 
please contact Brooke Blanck (USD 383), she would like to 
work with others and have support.  Anita (USD 498) said they 
applied and were denied.  They have started the appeal 
process.  Nicole (USD 458) stated that they were also denied 
because their virtual school uses a school based curriculum.  
Nicole stated she suggests to parents and students if they plan 
on attending college to play sports to stay in the traditional 
school.  Nicole also stated they have had almost the same 
issues with the military.   

 



 
VIII. Virtual Professional 

Learning 

Jessica is going to use google calendar to set up professional 
learning repository for Kansas staff.  She is putting together a 
form to be filled out by directors.  If someone is having training 
and has space available, the host can use google calendar to 
post openings.  Other virtual programs can view these trainings 
and attend if possible.  Jessica asked what descriptions the 
council would like for the form to list.  Targeted audience, Fee, 
Topic, Vendor Provided, Presenters Bio, Location, Date, and 
Time.  Jessica stated we will be continuing with monthly virtual 
webinars. 

 

 
IX. Online Teaching 

Endorsement 

KSDE is considering that teachers working with virtual students 
need to have a virtual endorsement: 

 Not interested in this happening maybe an alternate 
approach 

 Grandfathering those whom already do this work 

 This will just cost our teachers more money 

 Ask KSDE to look at universities making a required 
course on virtual teaching for all teachers leaving the 
prep program 

 Certification doesn’t say you have a quality teacher 

 

 
X. 14-15 Meeting Dates 

1st Wednesday of the quarter, 1:30 – 3:30 
 September 3, 2014 
 December 3, 2014 
 March 4, 2015 
 June 3, 2015 

 

 
XI. Items for the Next 

Advisory Council 
Meeting 

Endorsement report out 
Legislative audit 
Updates 
Changes in audit documents 

 

  Adjourn  
 

Nicole Hodges moved to adjourn the meeting at 2:57 PM.  
Penny Hargrove seconded.  Motion passed. 

 



 

 
  Next Meeting 

  Date / Time: TBD 

  Location: Conference Room 107 
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