
Charter and Virtual Education Advisory Council: January 21, 2015 Meeting 
 

Present:  Brooke Blanck, Bob D’Andrea, Cindy Higgins, Nicole Hodges, Tom Lawson, Gary Lewis, 
Delon Martens, Leigh Miller, Sean Reilly, Steve Roberts, Pam Robinson, Anita Scheve, Steve 
Ternes, Cody Whetstone and Keith Wilson 
 
Absent:  Lace David, Penny Hargrove, Tell Kirk, Bill Losey, Scott Myers, Killashandra Scheuring 
and Christy Zeigler 
 
KSDE Staff:  Jessica Noble and Barb Hamernik 
 
 
Meeting was opened by Chairman, Gary Lewis. 
 
Approval of minutes from the September 3, 2014 meeting  

 Motion to approve:  Cody Whetstone 
 Second Motion:  Brooke Blanck 
 Discussion:  none 

 
Approval of agenda 

 Motion to approve:  Keith Wilson 
 Second Motion:  Pam Robinson 
 Discussion:  none 

 
Formal introduction of six new members: 

 Youth Rep: Killashandra Scheuring (KU) 
 Parent Rep: Lace David (Sharon Springs) 
 Technology Rep: Bob D’Andrea (Diocese of Salina) 
 Virtual School Rep: Leigh Miller (USD 259) 
 Community/Business Rep: Cindy Higgins (KU, CETE) 
 State Board Member: Steve Roberts (District 2) 

 
Jessica indicated that there are several new members due to the policy that missing three 
consecutive meetings could lead to termination from the committee.  Several members were 
dropped from the committee for that reason. Jessica shared that the Kansas State Board of 
Education decided to include a sitting member of the Board of Education on the Council.   This 
was a position previously on the Council, but was removed in 2012.   
 
Amendments to Bylaws 
Jessica lead a discussion on amending the Bylaws to include the new State Board of Education 
position and to clarify if that position would be voting or non-voting. There was discussion that 
as a voting position, this member’s vote could influence whether an item would make it before 
the Board of Education.  It was decided to make this new position non-voting because this 
individual would have a vote at the Board of Education meetings. 



Motion:  Amend the Bylaws to include the State Board of Education position as a non-voting 
position 

 Motion made by Brooke Blanck 
 Seconded by Nicole Hodges 
 Motion passed with no opposition 

 
Jessica then discussed with the Council whether she should continue to be the sole person 
deciding which new members are added to the Council or if there should be a small 
Membership Committee formed.   
 
Motion:  Amend the Bylaws to have a Membership Committee comprised of Chair and Vice- 
Chair with a KSDE representative to receive nominations and select new members. 

 Motion made by Bob D’Andrea 
 Seconded by Pam Robinson 
 Motioned passed with no opposition 

 
Legislative Post Audit Update 
The Post Audit Report will be made available to committee members in a few weeks once it has 
been presented to the Legislative Post Audit Committee. 
 
Recap of major findings: 

1. Report highlights all the services available in Kansas virtual schools and programs 
2. Auditors created a new funding  formula using the number of courses each student was 

enrolled in rather than the minutes on each count day: found that K-12 virtual schools 
and programs were underfunded and adult virtual programs and the Andover eCademy 
part-time partnership with the Catholic Diocese were overfunded 

3. Outcome data (based on sample of 159 K-12 students and 38 adult students): 
 School age virtual students performed comparably to traditional students  on 

state assessments 
 More than half of the adult students didn’t earn any credit within two years 

4. KSDE seemed to view their responsibility as that of providing support to school districts 
rather than providing oversight 

5. KSDE was not ensuring that all recommendations from the 2007 LPA Virtual Report are 
being met: 

a. Why not treat virtual schools like traditional schools?   
b. Many of the recommendations are already being met by the district for all 

students so why does KSDE also need to monitor these? 
c. Seems to be a gray area due to preconceived ideas of brick and mortar school vs. 

virtual school:  virtual schools and programs are not “rogue” but part of a school 
district 

d. If virtual schools and programs already have district over-site, do virtual schools 
need to have the same policies, too?  Virtual schools and programs should 
adhere to school district policies and laws 



6. KSDE will start collecting statutorily required teacher training reports in the spring of 
2016 within the virtual narrative form 

7. Virtual funding  and expenditures should not go through a district’s general funding, but 
rather should flow through Fund 16 

 
Presentation to State Board 
Jessica will present on the following to the State Board on February 11th: 

 Highlighting the LPA Virtual Reports 
 Providing an overview of virtual and charter schools 

 
Updating the 2008 Virtual Education Requirements 

 Clarify the process for new virtual school and program approval 
 The Program Director should be required to have a Kansas license in order to manage 

the virtual school or program 
 Clarify virtual teacher vs virtual course monitor 
 Reorganize assurances so that more responsibility falls under Program Director 
 Update enrollment and attendance section so that it matched wording in the 

Enrollment Handbook 
 Create FAQ about schools and programs and move some elements to this new 

document 
 Collect statutorily required teacher training reports in virtual narrative form 
 Should we expand the required virtual school and program policies to more than just 

special education students? 
o Example:  Migrant, ELL, Homeless 
o Perhaps these policies are better at district level than school 
o If districts already have these policies in place for all students, wouldn’t that 

cover virtual students? 
o What if we partnered with the Kansas School Board Association to make sure 

that the policy language was overarching enough? 
 

Additional Discussion: 
 KSDE will no longer request virtual schools and programs to provide lists of licensed 

teachers since this information is already collected in EDCS 
 What was decided about the three strikes policy to reduce the number of adults 

hopping from school to school? KSDE will not implement this policy, but districts may. 
 Virtual and charter schools need to police themselves better and speak up when they 

know that other virtual schools and programs in the field are doing things 
inappropriately 

 Virtual schools and programs are not advocating and supporting Jessica Noble and KSDE 
enough 

 
 
 
 



Charter and Virtual Spring Audit Process 
 Currently developing a multi-year audit process for diploma completion programs and 

may want to adopt the same model for virtual schools and programs 
 Current audits will be completed in April and May.  Discussion on extending/changing 

audit dates to January/February or late May to avoid testing window 
 This year’s audits will use the same audit and narrative forms as before, however, some 

questions have been re-worded. Jessica will also request handbooks and student/parent 
contracts and assurances, if available.  

 
Miscellaneous 
Virtual Schools will be receiving a survey from Dr. Dahl at Washburn University.   Survey will 
have questions about attendance and truancy related to high school grades only.  Completely 
anonymous and will be using information for a research article. 
 
Jessica announced the Alternate High School Education Summit in Wichita, KS, February 16-17.   
 
Proctoring Partnership is in effect. A total of 20 virtual schools and programs are participating. 
Director calls director to make arrangements for student to have exam proctored. District can 
say no if it doesn’t fit into existing schedule. Proctoring should only take place within the virtual 
school’s home district, not when the virtual school is traveling to proctor their out-of-district 
students. Otherwise there are concerns that every student in that “area” would be coming.   
 
Next meeting date is March 4th 

Items to discuss: 
 Update after Summit in February 
 Follow-ups on State Board Meeting and Legislature 
 Requirements going to vote 
 Additional items that you wish to discuss 

 
Nicole Hodges made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Brooke Blanck seconded it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


