
 

 

What is the Enhanced Learning Maps (ELM) Project?  In 2015, the Kansas State 
Department of Education was awarded a four-year grant of $5.8 million dollars from the U.S. 
Department of Education through the federal Grants for Enhanced Assessment Instruments 
program.  In partnership with Alaska, Missouri and Wisconsin, Kansas is using the award to 
work with the University of Kansas Center for Assessment and Accountability Research and 
Design to develop a learning maps-based instructional model linking formative assessment with 
curriculum and instruction for grades 2-8 in mathematics and English language arts.  Now, in 
year three, the ELM project is recruiting its largest group of new teachers to participate in the 
research by using the instructional ELM materials in their classrooms and providing feedback on 
the units they teach. 

Enhanced Learning Maps Project Goal:  To improve teachers’ ability to use effective 
formative assessment tools and practices to provide personalized instruction resulting in greater 
student achievement 

What are Enhanced Learning Maps?  Learning map models are tools that represent how 
understanding of knowledge in an area develops over time and experience. Learning map 
models help inform teachers about how students learn specific academic content. These 
models support responsive and differentiated instruction, and increase teacher's ability to 
incorporate formative assessment into the daily routine. The Enhanced Learning Map model 
was developed by teams of researchers at University of Kansas through an extensive review 
and synthesis of research.  

The learning map model displays alternate pathways students may take to learn content-
specific concepts and skills. In short, a learning map model is a graphical representation of 
learning targets and the connections among them. The purpose of the learning map model is to 
organize and inform instruction for classroom teachers. ELM makes clear the prerequisite 
knowledge that is necessary for complete understanding of a given topic, which helps teachers 
easily identify how they can adjust instruction to help students fill knowledge gaps and achieve 
their learning goals. Additionally, it provides a structure, based on cognitive and educational 
research, for researchers and teachers to attach and organize classroom resources.  

ELM researchers created mini maps, or small, standards-based collections of concepts and 
skills that have been hand-selected by teachers and researchers as a way of entering the 
learning map model quickly and efficiently for second through eighth grade teachers. The ELM 
suite of tools accompanying the maps include: 

 Teacher Notes, essential contextual information for teachers about how students are 
likely to learn specific content and what challenges specific content may present to 
students; 

https://enhancedlearningmaps.org/about


 Instructional Activities, suggested activities and student handouts for teaching specific 
content, complete with guiding questions that will help illuminate students’ thought 
processes so teachers can evaluate students’ progress; 

 Student Activities, specially designed activities for students to complete independently 
that teachers can use to help personalize their instruction; and 

 Solution Guides, to help teachers interpret student work and determine which learning 
targets students have and have not reached. 

Who Should Attend the ELM Training to Learn How to Use these Tools?  This training is 
appropriate for teachers of English Language Arts and/or mathematics to students in grades  
2-8.  

 The Benefits of Participating in the Research Cohort include: 

 Early access to all ELM maps and resources for classroom implementation for the 2018-
2019 school year 

 Attend the two-day ELM training at no cost 

 Teachers receive an honorarium for attending the training  
 Networking with other teachers across Kansas and other states implementing the 

Enhanced Learning Maps 

Obligations of Teachers who participate in the ELM Research are: 

 Explore ELM resources in our digital library 
 Read and consider notes and activities for planning instructional units 
 Implement ELM instructional units and student activities in classroom instruction  
 Provide relevant feedback to ELM about use of the maps and instructional materials 
 Participate in the ELM project evaluation by completing a post-training survey and end-

of-year survey 

 

Kansas Applicants for ELM Training 2018 

Teams of teachers from the same school are encouraged to apply together. For convenience to 
attendees, we anticipate offering two trainings for Kansas teachers in July 2018. The first 
training will be on July 16-17 in Topeka, and the second training will be on July 23-24 in Wichita. 
Within the application survey, teachers will be asked which training they prefer to attend. 
Interested teachers may apply for participating in the next training by filling at the survey at: 

https://kansasedu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4SDv0jkPOgbSWvH 

Contact Jackie Lakin at:  jlakin@ksde.org if teachers have additional questions or are interested 
in participating.   

For more information about the project, please visit the ELM website at: 
www.enhancedlearningmaps.org. 
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