
Preamble:
Kansans are dedicated to 

promoting the success of each child.  
An essential building block for future 
achievement and academic success 
is school readiness.  Early childhood 
experiences, birth to kindergarten 
entry, that ensure health and physical 
well-being, and the development 
of cognitive, communication, and 
social emotional skills are necessary 
for school success and have a direct 
influence on future outcomes.

School readiness occurs within 
a broad context that includes the 
four components of community, 
educational environment, family, 
and the individual child.  These 
four components function as 
interdependent systems of support 
that have multi-directional influences.  
An effective foundation for school 
readiness involves policy, funding 
and systems for children that support 
their ability to thrive and their success 
in learning environments throughout 
their lifespan.  The relationship among 
these parts in achieving school 
readiness is shown in the Kansas 
School Readiness Framework graphic. An Equal Employment/Educational Opportunity Agency

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities.  
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies:  KSDE General Counsel, 120 SE 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 66612 
785-296-3201

Developed by a cross-sector School 
Readiness Data Task Force that was 
convened by the Kansas State Department 
of Education and the Early Childhood 
Advisory Council.  

Task Force members represent Early Childhood:

 � Center-based settings

 � Home-based Settings

 � School-Based Settings

 � Professional Development Services

 � Mental Health Services

 � Institutes of Higher Education

 � Research Organizations

 � State Agencies and Organizations
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 Ready educational environments (home-based, 
center-based, and school-based settings) effectively 
provide evidence-based safe, high-quality learning 
experiences for every child. Serving children from 

birth, these experiences support healthy 
development and learning, and actively 

engage families in their children’s 
education.
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1. From birth, children are ready to learn.  Parents, families, and 
caregivers are children’s first teachers.

2. Learning is a lifelong activity and every environment is a learning 
environment.

3. Children’s success in school and in life is everyone’s responsibility.  
Communities, educational environments, families and children are 
ready to support success.

4. School readiness involves the whole child in the context of the 
family and the community.  This includes the child’s health and 
development in the following areas:  physical, social, emotional, 
cognitive and general knowledge, communication, and literacy.

5. Integrated services are available to children, appropriate to the age, 
abilities, language, and culture of each child.

6. Schools are ready to support the success of each child, recognizing 
their wide range of cultural and linguistic backgrounds, learning 
experiences, and differences in abilities.

7. A strong, direct connection exists between the quality of children’s 
health and experiences in the early years and their later success 
in school and in life. School readiness in Kansas depends on 
involvement from public policy, funding, and system supports.

Ready children are competent in developmental 
milestones that are individually and age 
appropriate.  These milestones are in the areas 
of health and physical well-being, social and 
emotional competence, cognition and general 
knowledge, communication, and literacy.

Ready families, in a variety of forms, 
serve as the primary foundation for their 
children.  Ready families provide safe, stable, 
and nurturing environments that promote healthy 
development and learning.  

Ready communities enable each child and family 
to live in a safe and stable environment that 
supports their healthy development and learning.  
Comprehensive, coordinated, and accessible 
services meet the multiple needs of children and 
families. Communities embrace the concept of 

providing varied, quality experiences that prepare 
children for success.
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Guiding Principles for School Readiness


