





to consider whether the DLM and essential elements were providing an adequate challenge for
students performing at target or advanced across content areas and discuss if a student may be
ready to transition to the general assessment with accommodations. KSDE communicated this
guidance to LEAs and stakeholder groups through webinars and district administrator
newsletters, alternate assessment (DLM) webinars, listservs, and Special Education Advisory
Council meetings. Data indicates the number of students exiting the DLM with the reason,
student no longer meeting requirements, doubled from 2017 to 2018.

In addition to the existing efforts to ensure a rate of participation in the AA-AAAS below the 1%
requirement, the state has developed the following plan, in conformity with the plan
requirements outlined in 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4)(iv), to build upon these efforts and ensure the
rates of participation on the AA-AAAS in future years are compliant with the 1% requirement.

Plan and timeline for improving the implementation of participation guidelines and possibly
revising definition of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities

The goal of this plan component is to ensure each student taking a Kansas State Assessment is
administered the appropriate form of the assessment. The plan outlines several key strategies
and action steps KSDE has recently taken and will take toward this goal including: revising the
state’s participation guidelines to emphasize distinct criterion, revising the state-adopted
definition of students with a most significant cognitive disabilities in the state; providing
training, tools, and technical assistance to improve the implementation of the state’s
participation guidelines; and leveraging the concept of least dangerous assumption with the
field.

First, KSDE has updated the DLM participation guidelines and Kansas Alternate Assessment
Flow Chart for 2019-20. The 2018-2019 DLM participation guidelines contained three criterion
that all had to be “yes” for a student to participate in the DLM. Teams also had to ensure that
the decision was not based on any of the fourteen not allowed considerations listed on the
participation guidelines.

The 2019-2020 DLM participation guidelines now have four criterion that all have to be “yes”
for a student to participate in the DLM. KSDE separated the previous first criterion into two
criteria for 2019-2020 to emphasize the importance of students needing to have significant
deficits in adaptive behavior. The four criterion for 2019-2020 are:

1. The student has a most significant cognitive disability (intellectual disability).

2. The student has significant deficits in adaptive behavior.

3. The student is primarily being instructed (or taught) using the Dynamic Learning
Maps Essential Elements as content standards.

4. The student requires extensive direct individualized instruction and substantial
supports to achieve measureable gains in all grade-and age-appropriate curriculum.









reported in ESSA, on the alternate assessment, to identify and address any disproportionality in
the students taking the AA-AAAS. KSDE will soon have available and be examining subgroup
participation, as well as, the data on primary exceptionalities participating in the alternate
assessment for the 2018-2019 school year.

Building upon the current capacity and work around disproportionality, KSDE will utilize this
new data set to:

1. Examine the data on subgroup participation, as reported in ESSA, on the alternate
assessment

2. Provide data to districts on subgroup participation, as reported in ESSA, on the alternate
assessment through the authenticated application used for completing alternate
assessment justifications every year.

3. Ensure districts will communicate how they address any disproportionality in the
justifications.

KSDE sincerely appreciates the opportunity to improve the state systems supporting
implementation of the AA-AAAS within the state to achieve compliance with the 1% AA-AAAS
participation requirement and is also in the process of developing a request to the department
to waive the 1% requirement for the 2019-2020 school year. KSDE is currently collecting
stakeholder input on this waiver request and anticipates submitting the request to the
Department by September 1, 2019.



