Making Text-to-Self Connections:  Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge 

By Mem Fox 
Among the highest priorities of the Common Core Standards is that students can read closely and gain knowledge from texts.  This means that tasks must require the use of more textual evidence, sequences of questions should elicit a sustained discussion and that we ask more questions that can be answered only with reference to the text.

Common Core State Standards met:

· RL.K.7 and RL.K.10
RL.1.7 and RL.1.10  
RL.2.7 and RL.2.10
Summary of the book:  A young boy visits an elderly woman at a local nursing home and brings her a basket of items that help her remember her past.  

As you read, for each item the boy shares, you can model your connection, and then the students give their connections. Throughout the lesson, use the words we want the children to use when making connections.  “This reminds me of. . . (from my own life) because. . .”   This gives them the frame to put their own thinking into words.  The “because” will get the kids into the habit of stating their supporting evidence.  
After the story students choose the item from the basket in the story that they have to strongest connection with.  They can draw/write on a paper chain link their connection.  Take turns sharing what they drew/wrote.  Then they can add their link to what will become the class’ paper chain.  Hang the completed chain in the room to remind students that good readers make connections to their own lives.

Comprehension Character:  Carey the Careful Connector (builder)

· Symbol:  connection chains

· Favorite things:  Legos or anything that lets him connect the objects, his hard hat and tools
· Gesture:  Make two joining “rings” by forming a circle with the thumb and index finger on each hand and then hooking them together.  One ring represents you and the other your connection to your own life, another book, or the world.

· Song:  Make Connections to the tune of “La Cucaracha”  (www.opencourtresources.com) 
Make connections; make connections

To the things that you know

It’s happened to you

You read it before,

You connect text to things that you know!

Carey helps us to think about what the reading reminds us of from our lives and to make connections (text-to-self, text-to-text and text-to world).

Carey says:

· This reminds me of . . . because . . .

· I already know that . . . because . . .

Ideas for this lesson are from the book, Interactive Think-Aloud Lessons

25 Surefire Ways to Engage Students and Improve Comprehension
By Lori Oczkus

Construction Puppet from Melissa and Doug 
Lesson synthesized by Rebecca Hochstein, Apollo Elementary School, USD 265 Goddard


