Explanation of the Reporting Tools for Student Performance
Indicator (b) (2)

The Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) provides multiple sources of in-depth information about student performance on the state assessments to educators. KSDE, in partnership with the Center for Educational Testing and Evaluation (CETE) at the University of Kansas, offers applicable, rapid-response, aligned to state standards, benchmarks, and indicators, data and reports to school administrators and to classroom educators.  The Data Analysis and Reporting Tool (DART) is a secure site tool that allows the user to analyze multiple years of content and disaggregated data at the individual student level, building level, and district level. Additionally, teacher groupings by content and grade can be sorted and used for various levels of analysis, planning, and evaluation across numerous years.
As mentioned above, the DART site is a password protected site which is accessed through the CETE public page at www.cete.us . Every district and every accredited building in the state has access to the CETE site. The educator login is on the right-hand side of the page. Once signed-in the educator then selects the Data Tools option and then selects DART. There are three series of sorts and selections that are presented. Step One asks for the; year, subject, school, and grade/s. Step Two allows for five separate variables to be selected.  The drop-down menu for each of the five variables has a selection of eighteen separate groupings. The capacity to select a particular teacher through a local special code and a particular grade-level and content is available. Step Three is a report verification screen. Once verified the report can then be downloaded.
The assessment score report presents data at the individual student- level. Multiple tables are contained within the report. The report also includes state, district, and building level comparisons. The individual student reports display information at the indicator level as well as the overall performance category. It is important to understand that while the KSDE and CETE produce and provide the data, reporting features and capacity the actual reports are generated by the local districts and buildings according to their needs and objectives. The ability to examine the assessment results for a specific third grade reading class, for example, for the years 2009, 2008, 2007 can provide an individual teacher with valuable information about instructional strengths and weaknesses. This most immediate level of data use is most readily translated to the individual student for a similar analysis of learning and strength of student learning. The same data can be used for teachers in second and fourth grades to inform instruction and collaboration with the third grade teacher. A building principal or department chair can use the analysis for alignment studies, professional development planning, evaluation, and resource management. The data is presented, and is utilized, to ultimately impact instruction and student learning.
Kansas educators can also obtain timely student performance data through the Spring 2012 NCLB tool set application. Like the DART site mentioned above, the Spring 2012 NCLB site is a password protected site is accessed through the CETE public web page. Accessibility to district and building-level data and reports is determined at the district level. The information provided is typically utilized by individual teachers, teaching teams, instructional coaches, assessment coordinators, curriculum developers, principals, and superintendents. The View Results selection accesses either the specific building or selection of buildings depending upon authorization level. Next, the specific content or subject is selected as well as specific grade-level.  A specific teacher or locally determined groupings of teachers or courses can be selected. Once the individual teacher and or course is selected the test results page displays the corresponding course roster for the selected teacher. Teacher/student results can be downloaded in PDF or XLS. Once the format is selected a teacher report is generated. The initial page provides important information regarding the student assessment scores to assist in interpretation and utilization. The student score listing page provides student information, test form, score, and performance category. The next page displays each student’s performance at the indicator level. This level of feedback provides key information about student understanding, learning gaps, instructional strengths and areas for improvement and future instructional planning. The final page of the teacher report provides group statistics, indicator difficulty ranges, score distributions, and performance category distribution information. It is important to note that the information provided in the Spring 2012 NCLB report, as well as the DART, are populated in a timely manner following the completion of the assessment window. Given that Kansas assessments are computer-based and scored the turn-around from end-of-test to reports is rapid thus making the results available prior to the close of the spring semester.

Historical content and grade-level student performance results are accessible on the CETE site through the 2006-2012 Assessment Reporting application. Similar to the Spring 2012 NCLB tool, individual student score, performance category, as well as indicator data is provided. Graphic displays of indicator results compared to district and state results are also presented.

Indicator (b) (3)

In the same way as explained in Indicator (b) (2) local districts would access DART to produce reports of individual teacher impact on student achievement.  Most districts assign unique teacher identifiers and unique class room identifiers that are entered in the STEP TWO section of the DART. Additionally, given the individual student identifier assigned to every student through the Kansas Individual Data on Students (KIDS), unique class room and grouping analysis over time can be conducted to further examine teacher impact at the local level. Provided with the data, local district and building professionals decide upon the determination of teacher impact in accordance to their goals and objectives.  These tools that generate reports can more readily take in to account district specific circumstances and locally defined areas of impact and focus. 
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