
Interpreting How Many Students Comprise the Achievement Gap 

There are a total of four tables.  One set of tables covers the Math and Reading performance for Whites, 

Hispanics, and African-Americans.  The other set of tables covers the Math and Reading performance for 

lunch statuses.   

Column Variables 

Number of Students - Number of students belonging to each subgroup statewide. 

Number of Proficient Students – Number of students who are proficient for each subgroup statewide for 

school year 2011-2012. 

Race-Ethnicity: 

Number of students needing to become proficient in order to become ___% proficient – Statewide, White 

students are 89.1% proficient in Math and 91.3% proficient in Reading, Hispanic students are 76.4% 

proficient in Math and 76.9% proficient in Reading, and African American students are 66.2% proficient 

in Math and 70.5% proficient in Reading. 

Lunch Statuses: 

Number of students needing to become proficient in order to become ___% proficient – Statewide, Self-

Paid Lunch students are 92.2% proficient in Math and 94.0% proficient in Reading, Reduced Lunch 

students are 85.4% proficient in Math and 87.7% proficient in Reading, and Free Lunch students are 

74.9% in Math and 77.1% proficient in Reading. 

 



MATH Number of Students
Number of Proficient 

Students

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 89.1% proficient

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 76.4% proficient

Whites 176,758                               157,474                               -
Hispanics 42,344                                 32,347                                 5,377                                   -
African-Americans 17,225                                 11,406                                 3,940                                   1,752                                   

READING Number of Students
Number of Proficient 

Students

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 91.3% proficient

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 76.9% proficient

Whites 177,080                               161,745                               -
Hispanics 42,390                                 32,585                                 6,134                                   -
African-Americans 17,287                                 12,189                                 3,601                                   1,100                                   

Race/Ethnicity



MATH Number of Students
Number of Proficient 

Students

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 92.2% proficient

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 85.4% proficient

Self Paid Lunch 139,855                               128,890                               -
Reduced Lunch 24,234                                 20,681                                 1,653                                   -
Free Lunch 93,275                                 69,900                                 16,062                                 9,701                                   

READING Number of Students
Number of Proficient 

Students

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 94.0% proficient

Number of students 
needing to become 

proficient in order to 
become 87.7% proficient

Self Paid Lunch 139,959                               131,603                               -
Reduced Lunch 24,250                                 21,267                                 1,535                                   -
Free Lunch 93,593                                 72,132                                 15,873                                 9,949                                   

Lunch Status



How to Interpret the Achievement Gap Maps 

There are a total of twelve maps provided.  The first six maps focus on Math assessments.  The second 

six maps are for Reading. Each map shows the achievement performance for one subgroup (Whites, 

Hispanics, or African Americans; Free Lunch, Reduced Lunch, or Self Paid Lunch status).  Each map is 

color coordinated using state-wide subgroup performances as cut-off scores.    The paragraphs below 

explain the colors used in each map. 

Color Coding 

White: 

Districts filled in white either do not have data to report or have fewer than 10 students in the 

population being shown.  Suppression of small subgroup populations maintain the anonymity of 

students (as part of FERPA regulations) and increase the validity of the percent proficient calculations 

performed.   

Blue:  

Districts filled in blue are high performing.  For the race/ethnicity maps, blue districts are performing at 

or above the state average for White students.  For the lunch status maps, blue districts are performing 

at or above the state average for Self Paid Lunch students.  

Green: 

Districts filled in green are moderately high performing.  For the race/ethnicity maps, green districts are 

performing below the state average for White students, but above the state average for Hispanic 

students.  For the lunch status maps, green districts are performing below the state average for Self Paid 

Lunch students, but above the state average for Reduced Lunch students.  

Orange: 

Districts filled in orange are moderately low performing.  For the race/ethnicity maps, orange districts 

are performing below the state average for Hispanic students, but above the state average for African 

American students.  For the lunch status maps, orange districts are performing below the state average 

for Reduced Lunch students, but above the state average for Free Lunch students.  

Yellow: 

Districts filled in yellow are low performing.  For the race/ethnicity maps, yellow districts are performing 

below the state average for African American students.  For the lunch status maps, yellow districts are 

performing below the state average for Free Lunch students.  
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Achievement Gaps: Math
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Achievement Gaps: Math
Free Lunch - Percent Proficient
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Achievement Gaps: Reading
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Achievement Gaps: Reading
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Achievement Gaps: Reading
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