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MISSION

To prepare Kansas students
for lifelong success through
rigorous, quality academic
instruction, career training
and character development
according to each student's
gifts and talents.

VISION

Kansas leads the world
in the success of each
student.

MOTTO

Kansans Can

SUCCESS DEFINED

A successful Kansas high
school graduate has the

* Academic preparation,

» Cognitive preparation,

= Technical skills,

= Employability skills and

« Civic engagement

to be successful in
postsecondary education,
in the attainment of an
industry recognized
certification or in the
workforce, without the need
for remediation.

OUTCOMES

* Social-emotional growth
Kindergarten readiness
Individual Plan of Study
Civic engagement
Academically prepared for
postsecondary

High school graduation
Postsecondary success
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FOREWORD

This handbook is provided as a service to the
education personnel of Kansas. It is intended to
give direction to those who are in charge of
teacher education programs and those who
employ the program graduates to educate the
children and youth of our state.

Kansas State Department of Education

Shane Carter
Director, Teacher Licensure
TLALicense@ksde.org

For additional information on Teacher Licensure
visit our website at www.ksde.org
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Mentoring Regulations

91-41-1: Definitions
(a) "Board" means any local board of education.

(b) "Certificated" or "licensed" means holding a valid certificate or license issued by the
state board.

(c) "Continuous assistance" means ongoing, structured, and unstructured contact
throughout the school year.

(d) "Kansas exemplary educators network" means the Kansas teacher of the year
program, Milken family foundation national educator awards program, presidential
award for excellence in math and science teaching, and the Christa McAuliffe
fellowship program.

(e)'Mentor teacher" means a certificated or licensed teacher who meets the following
criteria:
(1) Has completed at least three consecutive school years of employment in the
same school district;
(2) has been selected by the board on the basis of having demonstrated
exemplary teaching ability as indicated by criteria established by the state board
in these regulations; and
(3) has participated in, and successfully completed, a training program for
mentor teachers provided for by the board in accordance with guidelines
prescribed by the state board.

(f) "Mentor teacher program" means a program established and maintained by a board
for the purpose of providing probationary teachers with the professional support and
continuous assistance of an on-site mentor teacher.

(g) "On-site" means at the location where a probationary teacher is assigned.

(h) "Probationary teacher" means a certificated or licensed teacher to whom the
provisions of K.S.A. 72-5438 through 72-5443, and amendments thereto, do not apply.
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(i) "School year" means July 1 through June 30.
(j) "State board" means the state board of education.

(k) "Training" means professional development provided to mentor teachers to enable
them to support and assist probationary teachers.

(Authorized by and implementing K.S.A. 2000 Supp. 72-1414; effective, T-91-1-18-01, Jan. 18, 2001, effective
May 4, 2001.)

91-41-2: General requirements

(a) Each board making application for a grant of state moneys for a mentor teacher
program shall submit a completed application to the state board on or before August 1
of the school year.

(b) Each board receiving state funds for a mentor teacher program shall submit an
annual evaluation report to the state board. The report shall be submitted on or
before June 30.

(Authorized by and implementing K.S.A. 2000 Supp. 72-1414; effective, T-91-1-18-01, Jan. 18, 2001, effective
May 4, 2001.)

91-41-3: Criteria for evaluating applications and approving
mentor teacher programs. Each board applying for
approval of a mentor teacher program shall submit an
application containing the following statements and
descriptions

(a)A statement of the district's purpose or purposes for establishment of the mentor
teacher program;

(b) a description of the year-long continuous assistance activities to be provided under
the program, including a description of the structured contact time between the
mentor teacher and the probationary teacher and the unstructured opportunities to
be provided under the program;
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(c) a description of the expectations for district administrators in supporting the
program;

(d) a description of how the mentor teacher program aligns with other professional
development initiatives in the district;

(e) a description of the method to be used to assign a mentor teacher to a
probationary teacher giving consideration to endorsement areas, grade levels, and
building assignment;

(f) a description of the process to be used for reassignment of a successor mentor if
the original mentor is unable to fulfill responsibilities; and

(g) a description of how the program will establish ongoing professional development
and support for each mentor teacher under the program.

(Authorized by and implementing K.S.A. 2000 Supp. 72-1414; effective, T-91-1-18-01, Jan. 18, 2001, effective
May 4, 2001.)

91-41-4: Criteria for determining exemplary teaching
ability for qualification as a mentor teacher. In
determining whether a teacher has demonstrated
exemplary teaching ability for qualification as a mentor
teacher, each board shall consider the following criteria

a) Professional competency as indicated by the board's most recent evaluation of the
teacher under K.S.A. 72-9001 through K.S.A. 72-9006, and amendments thereto,
including competency in the teacher's area of certification or licensure, effective
communication skills, and efficacy of instruction; and

(b) recognition, if any, under national or state programs, including the national board
teaching certification program and the Kansas exemplary educators network.

(Authorized by and implementing K.S.A. 2000 Supp. 72-1414; effective, T-91-1-18-01, Jan. 18, 2001;
effective May 4, 2001.)
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For more information, contact:

Kansas State Department of Education
900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212
www.ksde.org

Teacher Licensure
785-296-2288
TLALicense@ksde.org
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