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Kansas Performance Teaching Portfolio 

KU 101 
Music 

Task #1 - Contextual Information & Learning Environment Factors 

Narrative 1.1.1 General Contextual Information (limited to 1 page) 

The school district, in which I am student teaching and will be conducting this study, is located in the Northeast portion of the state. 
The suburban school district is located within 60 miles of 5 collegiate level universities and 50 miles from the technology and cultural 
opportunities of Kansas City. This district is a center for learning for approximately 3500 students in pre-kindergarten through Izth 
grade. The attendance centers in this district are comprised of 4 elementary schools, a 7 and 8 middle school, and a 9 through 12 high 
schoo!. Approximately 55% of the teachers in this district hold a Masters Degree or beyond in their field. The district is known for its 
commitment to students, teachers, and the community. The focus ofthis district is to provide a, "comprehensive program of 
instruction to meet the varied needs of all students and high standards for student performance and behavior." This district also 
provides transportation for all students regardless of the distance from the schoo!. 
This school district combines the benefits of a rural community in a suburban setting. Since the district is located near major cities and 
universities, it has many opportunities to broaden culturally, technologically, and educationally. The community has a wide range of 
activities available because of the two nearby lakes and the community is a huge supporter of both the fine arts and athletics. There are 
many business areas that offer convenient services and light industry provides some local employment. According to the district 
webpage, the school district is at the center of the community. 
The high school of this district is comprised of 1100 students with the genders being approximately 52% male to 48% female. 
Approximately 23% of the students are at an economic disadvantage and approximately 23% of the student population is considered a 
minority. English as a second language only effects 1.5% ofthe high school population and only 12% ofthe high school population 
are students with disabilities. The high school has a 1.3% drop-out rate but has a 95% attendance rate as well. The high school, in this 
district, has over 80% of the students meeting the minimum standard on state assessments. The school has no mandated curriculum for 
fine arts programs but does encourage as much cross-curriculum as possible. 
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